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g, July 8th 1936.

1iser I expressed

view that

big 1ot vith regard to the
ion in Danzig. It was w 1 the conviction that
rame my Report to the Council and althou
very far from complete I took
be completely

which

iction was o L increased when the German

n

nistry losed its car i with Herr Porster's

demanding a revision of the League's relations with

the Free City. In normal cases it would have been my duty

to have placed so important and significant an incident

on the Agenda of the Council for discussion, but as I felt
that developments wonld rapidly follow I believed it was
right and desirable that the Council uhanimously should
take the step necessary to have it discussed. I arrived

leva late on Wednesday

nd of European
stage, in my discussions with Colonel Beck I put fow
the entirely personal view that the mandate which the
Council proposed to give him would,in fact,enable him to
discuss the problem as between Germany and Poland on a
wider basis. He knew, as did everyone connected with the
immediate prospects in Danzig, 1d German official quarters
made no secret of it, that the future of Danzig would be
a matter tobte discussed at some time with Poland. It did
seem to me that a little more stability in the situation
might even now be reached gnd I had in mind that although
I spoke quite persongllyltke rela tions of the League with
Danzig had somewhat changed incharacter and that this was
connected with the Polish-German rapprochement and coh-

sequent Polish-Danzig rapprochement.
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speech I was afraid the situation in Danzig would become impos-
sible for the zue and that alth 1 had helped to pull
together diffic situat i n ast year or two I was

afraid that

the circumstances my own miss

be able to be

Lubienski
I

eri 3 DX hoped

would partly depend upon the

rt statement made by Mr. Beck prior to the adjournme
very little that was helpful. He went and discussed the matter
with Colonel Beck and returned to me again, when in the presence
of Mr. Stevenson and Mr. Walters I made a somewhat similar
remark, adding that it seemed to me that it was now a question
of whether the League could continue to exercise any function
in Danzig unless there was s > means of dealing with the

thrown down by the Senate. 1bienski,
lonel Beck, again approached me ar
Colonel Beck's view any move on my part would

to play the game which was wanted by Berlin and the Senate.
They (the Poles) were very much alammed at the situation and
were more than delighted that it was I who was holding the pos-
ition in Danzig. They thought that any suggestion that I should
not remain would be fatal. At his urgent request I agreed that
I would not consider any step of the kind without further con-
sultations and certainly not until I knew what position the
Couneil would take up both with regard to the personal element
and to the problem raised in a critical way by the Danzig
declarations.

I may recall that even during the preceding days when it
was understood that the cruiser incident would pass through
the Council into the hands of the Polish Government without
difficulty, I had twice informed the Poles through Count
Lubienski and Mr. Beck that I was not in any way taking the
German attitude to be a personal one. I was offered a great
deal of personal abuse, but as the main charge was that I had
carried out the Council's orders I would not allow myself to be
used as a sacrifice to save anybody's face. On the two occasions
when this was sugzested the very idea was treated as an impossiblg




Personal and Danzig, July llth 1936.
Confidential

Dear Avenol,

I enclose herewith a note of part of my conversation with
Colonel Beck, the Polish Minister for Foreign Affairs, on
Sunday, 5th instant, at Geneva. I have co fined it more or
less to the precise point, but from the rest of the conver-
sation, of which I elso have a note, there was no doubt as
to the anxiety with which Colonel Beck viewed the situation
and the significance he attached to the declarations at the
secret meeting of the Council the previous evening.

I saw Mr. Papée, the Polish Minister, on Thursday, the
9th instant. I recalled to him the declarations hade by ¥r.
Beck and his statements to me personally and said that the
only thing which remained in this connection was to make
arrangements as to communications with him in case the final
emergency should arise. I handed him a hote, of which I
enclose a copy. Having read itm Mr. Papée said that in such
circumstances he would of course at once communicate with his
Government and he had no doubt that they would fully comply
with all their obligations. As the only question which
remained to be settled here was the clear understanding as
to the method of communication, I withdrew my note some hours
later on the understanding that arrangements were complete
and that the note was therefore unecessary. The copy was
reteined by Mr. Papée in order to be destroyed. The fact,
however, that it was on paper.remains a record of the nature
of the conversation.

Mr. Papée as well as Colonel Beck, appreciated thet the
responsibility conferred on me by the Council, and to which
I drew the Council's attention a week ago, wa regarded by
me as of the utmost gravity, and to be undertaken in the end
if necessary only with a very heavy heart.

Mr. Papée agreed with my view that the situation would
probably develop by stages: the first stage was the defiance
of the League with regard to the Constitution and a demand
for a revision of the Statute in that respect. This was
immediately followed by a number of declarations by President
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Greiser that he would not in future answer any summons to

W Geneva in regard to "ihternal matters", and that the Govern-

ment would completely ignore the High Commissioner in any

' case of intervention regarding the Constitution.

The Senate met on Tuesday evening )7th instant).

All three Opposition newspapers have now been suppressed for
long periods in connectiocn with their reports and coumments
on the Ceneva discussions. (The documents showing the precise
grounds in ell these cases are not yet available.) You will
recsll that newspapers in such circumstances have the right
to appeal to the Press Court, which must give a decision
within 2 limited period. From a good source I am told that
reference was made at the Senate meeting to the attitude of
the Courts in such cases as might appear before them, and
the requirement that the Courts would bear in mind the
"Weltanschauung" of the Party.

*'"Ih'my conversation with Mr. Papée on the 9th instant
he told me that he had gone by aeroplane to Warsaw the
previous day and returned within a few hours, having heard
that verious general measures were to be taken against the
Opposition, including the suppression of Parties. He re-
ceived instructions and had seen President Greiser that
morning (9th instant) snd had again emphasised to him that
Poland would take 2 grave view of any general measures in
disaccord with the Constitution. President Greiser gave
him assurances that nc genercl measures were contemplated,
that the Government would remain wWithin the Law and its
actions would be sublject to the Constitution. In this
connection I may recall thet following President Greiser's
declarations of November 27th last (see my Annual Report
for 1935) Mr. Papée had m:de an intervention in which he
had pointed out to the Senate on instructions from his
Government that the High Commissioner and all his functions,
including those relating to the Constitution, were regarded
by Poland as an essential part of the Statute of the Free
City.( I think you will find 2 Diary Note sent by me referring
to this gnd dated December 17th 1935.)

Mr. Papée expressed the view that President Greiser
had exceeded his instructions in Geneva. His first speech
was undoubtedly prepared for him but the second was, he
thouprht, undertaken without the pre-knowledge of Berlin.

I think myself this is possible, just as his disdeinful
gesture to the foreign press was unforeseen. I estimated
myself that President Greilser was tdd! why he was making the
first speech, i.e. that it was the first stage towards the
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revision of the Statute,and that Germany was behind him.
Mr. Greiser would sppear at least to huve disclosed the
basis of his instructions publicly. The fact remains, of
course, that the words were said.

I made an enquiry of Mr. Papée as to the conversation
Mr. Lipsky had in Berlin, and he told me that it concerned
measures specifically confided to Polgnd by the Council
regarding the warship incident, whichﬂﬁgi“%?e opening move
in this affair.

The Poles seem to be anxious and are not perhaps
uninfluenced by their view that the League of Nations at
the present time is weak. A distinguished and competent
observor of Poland informs me that he has never smen such
strong consistent pressure on the Polish Government by the
press as in the pres-nt circumstances, and that while there
is a tendency in official quarters to minimize the serious-
ness of the situstion, behind that he senses a very grave
anxiety. There is a feeling ;n some quarters here that there

may be a certain reLaxationAeTQer the Olympic Games. Perhaps

thet will be the case. In the meantime, however, it is
clear that the Senzte is determined and has already begun
to make Danzig National Socialist. ; o

= Oniy bne man of the Opposition has called on me since
iy return and he vilunteered the opinion that the Opposition
would stand fast, that they still had an actual majority
end that the future depended largely unon Poland. I of course
expressed no opinions of any kind. Since oy retorn I have
renained quiescent and observant. The problem has moved
to a big international plane and 1 shall take no initiastive
of any kind which might affect any efforts being made in
other quarters. The preventive work which I have been doing
for two and a half years is now rendered impossible by the
attitude of the Senate, .-i]f and when it should be necessary,
ie—vdew—o+ decisions and declarations of the Senate regsrding
"Lesgue interference" ¥ should be sufficient to ecnsble the
situation to be considered without any specific case relating
the non-ob:ervance of the Constitution, with regard to the
liberty of the press, etc.

1 am resistingmany proposals 4of'interviewa with the
press and to broadcasq, and I smallowing the Government's
very provocative attitude to pass in silence in 8o far as
I am concerned.




Monsieur J

I am waiting with a deep sense of the big issues involved.

For your personal information.

Yours sincerely,

P.S. An intelligent Polish journalist sug ests to me

that it might still be pos<ible to have an agreement between
Germany and Poland with regard to the situation, and that
this agreement would elimin te or change the nature of the
League's gusrantee of the Constitution and the duties of

the High Commissioner in this respect.

Although I mention this I have myse!f no knowledge

of the attitude of the Polish Goveranment beyond what I

have reported, together with their semi official declarstion
a few days ago.

.A. Avenol,

League of Natious,

Genev

a




Danzig, July l4th 1936.

Dear Avenol,

Owing to the limitations in my methods of communication with

you the letter which accompanies this one will nor reach you uatil
a fortnight after it was written.

Public order continues to be well meintained in Denzig. So
far there have been no public manifestations. The order for-
bidding public meetings and demonstrations still remains in for ce.
I expect however, that it will be raised within a short time in
order to permit the National Socialist demonstrations to take
place.

One small weekly paper of the Opposition continues to appear,

‘having proclaimed that it will not infuture express political

views of any kind. I count upon the administration baing tightened
up in every possible direction in order to establish complete
National Socisl ist domina tion, but for the present I do not

expect: 2ny action by way of law or decree. The flood of Journal-
ists who invaded the town expecting a Putsch, or assassination,

has to & great extent withdrawn.

dalf a dozen policemen have been round my house 'since Greiser
made his speech in Geneva. There never was one before that.

1 do not believe I am personally in any danger from the non-Nat-
ional Socislist people in Danzig and the other organisations

are well under control. An incident of this kind, which you will
remember was discussed, could therefore in my opinion only \
herpen under orders. The police protection may be a precauti}n
therefore on the part of the Senate after Mr. Beck's warning

but it may also be a demonstration. I am merely putting this

view on record, and it does not refleet any anxiety on my own

part. A detective stands at my office door and asks every

person entering, including some of my staff, for their credentials.
No such "precaution" ig taken a8t the door of my residence. I am -«
afraid there is therefore an ulterior motive in this.

Perhaps it is a consequence that the Opposition leaders
have not been near my office. 1




The Polish negotiations no doubt continue. I have not
hesrd anything for a few days, but Hr. Beck has been reported
to be here and if so I did not see him. He had told me he would
be visiting his seaside house on the Polish side of the frontier,
and would take an opporbtunity to heve a talk with me.

I hesrd on good authority yesterday that during the weekend
three thousend Polish troops moved into Gdynia. Thris was said
to heve been a counter move to troops slleged to be on the
pplish frontier, but /I have had as yet no official information.
1 am cuite convinced that if the next few weeks are to be
comparatively tranquil, the pext few months will be exceedinzly
anxious and difficult for all concerned, but ss you know 1 am
jsolated as far as inside information is concerned, except such
as 1 may obtain from the Poles. The developments elsewher
in Furope as reported in the newspapers do nothing to shake
my conviction that the events which began with the cruiser
incident will be succeeded by others tending towards the same
object. The immediate object remains in my view the elimination
of the Leégw marantee of the Constitntion, the cohesion of
Danzig intc a National Soc aligt unit and then - I hope - nothing
more dsngerous than a hear-to-heart talk betveen Berlin and
Wgréaw as to the future of the Free City. In this direction,

ao doubt, the pressure will begin to be intensified aﬁig;uthe

Olympic Games. 1 am hoping that there will be no incident
{nvolving the use of force, but I am not making any propk ecies
and you can Jjudge as well as I what the prospects and dangers
afe.

I continue to remain completely pasfsive as I believe that
ig the best service I can render at the present time.

Mr. Greiser is reported to have been in Berlin on Friday
and Saturday.

The German press campaign appears to have temporarxily
eased off, but the Senate still gives interviews freely to
journalists.

1 sent you yesterday by Air Mail an article in the National
Socinlist Party's organ here, the "Vorpocsten". 1t bears no
marks of h:ving been prepared by enyone I know in Danzig, and
je the most reasoned case which has been so far made. 1 do not
think, however, it will be altogether pleasing to the Poles.

In this connection the weekly paper "Volk und Staat", which
is the prgan of the Danzig State officiels (it has reappeared
this week with the Swastika!) publishes an article.referring
to the categoric statement of Mr. Greiser that: "the League of
Nations activities need no longer necessarily extend to Denzig,
which has tended more and more to become excludively a subject
to be dealt with within the framework of Germatne-FPolish
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agreement. As a logical consequence of this fact the super-
fluousness of tha Lewvue of Nations Commiscsioner was emphasised
and a :urrent 39&*31 of the highest importance from the point of
view of political ccnditions in Fastern Europe was thus raised."
The article refers to the "grave discomfort" of the Council
following Greiser's speech, and says thst "those arcund the
Council table recovered from their s 4 iciently to be able
with some show of dignity - this spplies to Lester and to Eden —
to ignore Greiser's move, which cours as we know, ie always

reg- rded by public opinion as a sign of weskness." The article
further says that"a consider 2 cooling off of High Com-
missioner's relatious with official Danzig will be inevitable, but
that there is no question of Lester's being 'cut'." On the other
hand the general situstion contsirs many of the conditions for

an unmis '~(ul¢ zjﬁlust Opposition fault-findexrs. " A further
reference to the possibility of & revision of the Danzig Statute
brings the writer to the cunsideration that Poland is not only
appearing on the scene as distor but may also prefer certain
definite claims on Danzig which have on several occasions been
confirmed by the Danzig Government. “On the other hand the
pronouncedly German character of Danz requires a clear cultural
movement in the dirsction of the German Fatherland which can only
be guaranteed by the National Socialist movement." The article
concludes with a reference to "The inevitable course of the
German freedom movement which has now more dectdedly than ever
drawn Danzig into the sphere of influence." his article, which
has just reached me and which sppears in a responsible paper
with official State cornnections, seems rather to confhrm the
common enalysis of the immediate situation.

I am sending this note by the courtesy of the French Consul.

For your personal information.

Yours sincerely,

Monsieur J.A. Avyenol,
League of Nations,
Geneyva

P.S. I remain in Dagnzig for the present but have booked
for a 12 days cruise in the Baltic from about August 7th.
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but the fact that I
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I have not
attitude of
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at Geneva in December ¢ last j as a basis
for my conversations wit nol and the prin
members of the Council. The rereading pleased me
very much. If I can have all my papers securely
in the event of having to make a true and un-
diplomatic picture of the situation and events
here I seem to have a good deal of material.

A few days ago Count Ponzon the Italian
Consul General who replaced di I to, rang up to

make an intment, but as I ¢ not
in the m 08 | ar £t

] 7 the bull-dog and Ge
friendly ac made him frantic.
dog wa 2ly removed and the Consul General
learned I was not present he seemed to have become
somewhat hystericael, and Georg formed the impres-
sion that Ponzone thought 1 was hiding in some
room in the house in order to avoid him. Then my
highly-strung clerk Beier was called over. I am
afraid they must have made a wonderful duet. They
waved their arms at each other and Beier entered
into all sorts of ¢ pletely irrelevant explanat-
ions, and eventually the Consul General left with
the suggestion that he would call on me at dinner—
time to be sure I was in. Georg confided to me
that thought the gentleman had "little birds
upstairs", which I take to be the German equivalen
for "bats in the belfry™. This young footman was
only pleasantly excited by the incident.

I wrote a note to Ponzone, expressing my
regret that owing to a misunderstanding he had
come at 3 o'clock on Monday when he was expected
at 3 e'clock the next day, and I added a little
pointed reminding him that it was the first visit
during his nine mpnths in Danzig. I knew, and it
was not without my consent that Giustiniani
probably kept him informed of general events, but

other Consul Generals come to see me regularly.
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Dining with Count O'Rourke, Mrs Neams
produced a cartoon from the "Morning Post", headed
"If the Greiser Habit Spreads". It depicted a
so-called school for Nazi diplomats, in which the
participants were practising "cocking snooks" and
putting out their tongues, dropping banana skins
for Eden, etc. I have rarely enjoyed another
man's amusement so much. The worthy Bishop sat
gurgling and chuckling for about fifteen minutes
over each new aspect of the cartoon. Eventually
he insisted on taking it for the amusement of
the Consistory, which was to meet the next day.

We brought the Bishop home in our car and I
asked him what he thought of the situation. He
answered: "I suppose if we do not have war in
the autumn we shall get through the winter." He
was afraid there was no way out of the present
European situation.

Eden's declarstion in the House of Commoms
in his review of the internatiocnal situation that
7 the High Commissioner at Danzig was entitled to
Yo courtesy and correct treatment was, according to
T\ the newspapers, greeted with loud cheers. Eden
b4 thereupon added that he was glad to see all partie
paying this tribute to a Irishman carrying out an
anxious task.

In the second part of the Debate I notice
that Noel Baker, who has recently been reelected
to the House of Commons, said that compliments
to the High Commissioner were very good but the
situation required a great deal more than that, seeing|
; that the Nazi Party did not hide their ambition
\===» to drive the High Commissioner out of Danzig.

Lord Cranbourne replied for the Government,
declaring that Britain had her obligations as a
member of the Council, had never deserted Mr.
Lester and he hoped they never would.

It was the latter statement which seems to
have made more impression. It was subsequently
referred to by Papée during an interview I had
with him a few days later. He at the same time
remarked that France had done nothing.
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sequently este interna nal legal
committee and by/ ;f“rn: onal Court at the Hague.
Several times this year President Greiser, speaking
in public as well as to me_ pers said he was more of
a soldier than a diplomat, and it was clear to me that

cl the

arry out certain i f the Co
League, which had been based upon the highest leg
It was apparent that a n stage ¢ been reached. If
formal decisions of the Council could be flouted, the
preventive policy whichlhad been following in Danzig could
certzinly leed to no further results. I realised that the
source of authority in Danzig was and had been Mr. Albert
Forster, the leader of the Party, and believed that the
Senate had no real

more than once
to him
to the Government.
German official and Reichstag Deputy.
came to the conclusion that when I yrted on the

arations of the President of the Senate and general

uation in Danzig I could no longer merely hint at the

psition occupied by Mr. Forxrster, which was well-known and

in all political circles. I mentioned this




nan Foreig
in many quarters, on the
interest in Danzig and
the Council of the League. \fte furthe 1i scussions, how-
ever, I eventually eed that I would have a personal
talk with Baron von Neurath. This talk took place in Berlin
about the middle of December 1935 I was aware that I

problem whi
have to the en defiance
Government. Furthermore, confined m onversation
ties of Mr. Forster, a German nation and offici
I am not” at Tiberty to disclose anything more of the
conversation, but I left on the understanding that if
nothing could be done to keep Mr. Forster's activities
within correct and legal limits imposed by the Constitution
and the Statute of the Free City, I would put the situation
pretty clearly be e th ( of th eagu In order
ent any misapprehensior subsequently informed the
ly of my visit. It had,

ever, unfortunate 10 sequel, and the following month

(JHUJary, 1936) I had to report to the Council withont any

immediate emelioration.
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place. Direct instructions were,
and Mr. Forster's activities restricted.

tinued more or less unti om 7 in June

Nations. much so that on June, when I informed Presi
Greiser of my interview with the an Consul General concerning
Forster's th 1ts, Precsident isexr ¢ ed me if I would write

to him in the same sense as I had spoken to the German Consul
General in order to give him a ground on which to mak ep—
resentations in certain quarters. He also asked me i

give him a copy of the full text of another gf Forster's speeches

which had reached me from other quarters, During the following

days both Mr. er and Mr. Greiser were in Berlin. Then came
on me in t
Geneva and the demonstratiom made by
ot know that I was surprised very much,
contrast between Gre r's policy a fortnight

previously and that outlined at the League meeting.




AL

0127/1/43 Danzig, July 24th 1936.

Dear Secretary General,

You will reeall that some time ago the question of a
special insurance for the High Commissioner in Danzig was
raised, but it was decided by the Secrctariat that there
would be no justification in this case.

You wi!l also recall that when I was in Geneva last
the question of the insurance of the furniture and personal
belongings of my wife and myself was raised. Subsequently
the Treasury were good enough to undertake, if possible, to
secure an immediate cover agsinst all risks. I am now in-
formed by Mr. Bieler that both English and Swiss Insurance
Companies refuse absolutely to consider risks of riots and
similar troubles in Danzig in all circumstances, end that in
view of this the matter has been allowed to drop for the
moment.

The monetary value is about three thousand pounds. If
I were a private individual I would not take the risk which
the Insurance Companies refuse,apparently at any premium, but
would remove the more valuable,at any rate, of hy belongings
at once. To do this, however, would accentuate the critical
political situation. I am sure you will agree, therefore,
that that is impossibg@, but I presume you will also agree
that I am not expected personally to take the risk of losses
in this connection.

I am, dear Secretary Geuneral,

Yours sincerely,

The Secretary General,
League of Natiouns,

GENEVA.




Danzig, July 28th 1936.

On Tuesday 21lst duly Mr. Papée called to see me. I had
told him on the previous Saturday that I would speak to him
before taking any action about the new decrees. On the previous
day I had sent him a note seying that unless his Government
saw some advantage in delay I proposed to forvard the documents
to the Committee of Three for examination.

During his visit we exchanged information and he twice
repeated the phrase "Chacun prend ses responsabilités".

I recalled to his mind the resolution passed by the Council
in January, in which each member pledged himself to support the
High Commissioner in carrying out his duties, and pointed out
that Poland had been very specially indicoted in this connection.
In the circumstances which existed at the moment I would there-
fore ask what his Government could do to support me in connection
with my duties here at the present time.

Mr. Papée replied that he would refer this matter to his
Government.

I saw him again on Thursday 23rd instant, when he informed
me of his interview with President Greiser the previous day, and
agein on the 27th, when he called for the purpose of keeping
in contact. On neither of these occasions did he inform me
of theée result of his reference to Warsaw.

In our conversation on the 27th instant the Polish Minister
told me that he had the previons day had a casual conversation
with President Greiser and had asked him if he proposed to take
advsntage of the opportunity of presenting observations on the
constitutionality of the degrees.  The reply was evasive. At one
stage in our conversation I remarked to Papée that it seemed
to me the Council might find it difficult to divide the League
commi tments in Danzig into two categories and accept the uni-
lateral denunciation by the Free City of one part of the League
guarantee. Mr. Papée said that of course the whole Statute
constituted a unit. (This is interesting as showing that the
point of view put by the Polish Government to the Free City
last year is still theoretically held.)
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Bereinel Danzig, August lst 1936.

vQ

My dear Avenol,

I hope that the procedure I have followed with regard to -
recent events has not been incorfect. I have reported on one
or two events for the information of the Committee appointed Ly
the Council. I take this to be the best way of dealing with
matters. The decrees appesred to me to be of a nature which in
ordinary circumstances would fully justify me myself in asking
that the Council should consider them. If I have not done this
it is merely in order to leave a certain amount of elasticity
at your end, as here 1 have always been somewhat isolated, and
am more so than ever at the moment.

I have refrained from making observations or any report
in dealing for the present with the general situation here or
with the position of the Bigh Commissioner in Danzig as between
the duties confided to him by the Council and the attitude of
the Danzig Senate. I am prepared to do this, however, when the
Council comes to consider the matter, or prior to that if the
Committee wishen to have such material for a final report to the
Council. The nature of such & report from me will naturally
be determined by events and the situation here, but it seems
inevitablg that the Council will wish to reconsider the whole
case from bottom upwards. In this event I shall have to make
some quotations from my last Anrual Report,and then state exaatly
what the present position is and probably consider without
reserve the elements which created it.

Now no more than formerly can the position here be isolated
from the generasl European situation and as I have read of events
in newspapers 1 have understood that the Council Committee may
not wish to consider the situation here as isolated phenomena.
Any postpouement, however valuable and useful it may be in other
connections, will, I em afraid, make the Danzig pituation itself
more difficult to deal with and it seems that the Council may be
faced at a later stage with a fait accompli, with a situation
in which it will be even more difficult to retrieve the position
of the League in Danzig. Spokesmen of the Senate are informing
Journzlists that the High Commissioner will disappear from Danzig
in the autunmn.




Mr. Papée, the Polish Minister, ocalled on me some days
ago and told me that a reply from the Germen Government hed been
received to the Polish Note, and that apparently his Government
considered it satisfectory. He had no information =2s to its
contents, except that it included 2 decleration that Germany had
no intention to do enything affecting the Statute of Danzig.
I said that no doubt if the Polish Government were satisfied
the Council and I myself would elso be, but that naturally

I would be interested as sson &s pogaible to be informed of

the text of the Note. Mr. Papée incicated that he expected this
ghortly and would no doubt be authorised to inform me. I have
gince received no information.

In the meantime youa will recall that ancther German wars ship
is due here at the end of August. I rrorose to make an ennuiry
of the Pclish Representa tli;—r;'to what the position will be
in view of the reported satisfactory s ttlement of the "Leipzig"
jncident. I shsll inform you of the result, if &any.

1 enclose for your information an extract from my Diary
reporting & conversation with the Polish ¥iniater on July 28th,
in which I recalled to him the terms of the Council Report in
Danuary as Lo support being given to the High Commissioner
in cerrying out Lis duties.

On Thursday I caused a telephone eaquiry %o be mede &s to
whether and when the Senate pro osed to answer my sugsestiouns
regerding their observation oa the recent decrees, but no
indication of any kind was received from them. (On the same
scoasion reference was msde to the particulsr articles of the
Constitution more likely to be eaffected by the decrees.

On Sunday last the Polish Minioter and President Greiser
met and the same question wes pui to the President of the Senate,
when, I em informed, he gave an evasive answer.

K The period of transition in view of which I accepted
a renewal of my office in May seems to have developed rather
more quickly than wa: expe;?ﬁd. I cannot see the conclusion
but it seems pretty certain that changes of some kind will be
unavoidable. There may be a cartain degree of withdrawal on the
part of the forces demanding revision and 1 am incliined to expect
that an effort will be made to concentrate the attack ostenaib%y
“*\on the person of the High Commissioner, with & view to rénd ring
impoa ible the operation of the Len:ue guarantee of the Cunstit-
ution.

pae————

For your personal information,

Yours sincerely,

M. J.A. Avenol,
League of Natiouns,

GENEVA.




PeraoRaT Danzig, August 1lst 193%6.

My dear Avenol,

I hope that the procedure I have followed with regard to
recent events has not been incorfect. I have rcported on one
or two events for the information of the Committee appointed by
the Council. I take this to be the bast way of dealing with
matters. The decrees appesred to me to be of a nature which in
ordinary circumstances would fully justify me myself in asking
that the Council should consider them. If I have not done this
it is merely in order to leave a certain amount of elasticity
at your end, as here I have salwsys been somewh-t isolated, and
am more &0 than ever at the moment.

I heve refrained from meking cbservations or any report
in desling for the present with the general situation here or
with the position of the High Coumissioner in Danzig as between
the duties confided to him by the Council and the attitude of
the Danzig Senate. 1 am prepsred to do this, however, when the
Council comes to cousider the mstter, or prior to that if the
Committee wisne: to have such msterial for a final report to the
Council. The nature of such g report from me will naturally
be determined by events snd the s!ltuation here, but it seems
inevitably that the Council will wish to recorsider the whole
case from bottom upwarde. In this event 1 shall have to make
some quotations from my lest Anrual Report,and then state exactly
what the present position is snd probably consider without
reserve the elements which created it.

Now no more than formerly can the position here be isolated
from the genersl Europesn situation and as I have read of events
in newspapers 1 have understood thet the Council Comrittee may
not wish tDWEQnsidor the situstion here as isolated phenomena.
Any postponement, however valuable and useful it may be in other
connections, will, I sm afraid, make the Danzig gituation itself
more difficult to deal with and it seems that the Council may be
faced at a later stage with a feit accompli, with a situation
in which it will be even more difficult to retrieve the position
of the League in Dangig. Spokeszmen of the Senate are informing
Journalists that the High Commissioner will disappear from Danzig
in the sutumn.




Mr. Papée, the Polish Minister, called on me some days
ago snd told me that a reply from the German Government had been
received to the Polish Note, and that apparently his Government
considered it satisfactory. He hed no information as to its
contents, except that it included e declaration that Germany had
no intention to do anything affecting the Statute of Danzig.

1 said that no doubt if the Polish Government were satisfied

the Council and I myself would also be, but that naturally

1 would be interested as sson as possible to be informed of

the text of the Note. Mr. Papée indicated that he expected this
ghortly and would no doubt be authorised to inform me. I have
since received no information.

In the meantime you will recall that another German warship
is due here at the end of August. I pxopose %o make an enquiry
of the Pnlish Representztive as to what the position will be
in view of the reported satisfactory settlement of the "Leipzig"
incident. I shsll inform you of the result, if any.

1 enclose for your information an extract from my Diary
reporting & conversation with the Polisgh “inister on July 28th,
in which I recalled to him the torms of the Council Report in
Danuary es to support being given to the High Commissioner
in corrying out his duties.

On Thaursday 1 caused a telephone enquiry %o be made as to
whether and when the Senate pro osed to answer my suggestions
regrrding their observation on the recent decrees, but no
indication of any kind was received from them. On the same
pceasion reference was mede to the particular articles of the
Constitution more likely to be affectzd by the decrees.

On Sundsy lset the Polish Minister and President Greiser
met snd the same question was put to the President of the Senate,

when, I am informed, he gave an evasive answer.

The period of transition in view of wkich I accepted

s renewal of my office in Kay seems to have developed rather
more quickly than wacs expected. I cannot see the conclusion

but it scems pretty certain that changes of some kind will be
unavoidable. There may be a cecrtain degree of withdrswal on the
part of the forces demanding revision and I am inclined to expect
that an effort will be made to concentrate the attack ostensibly
on the person of the High Commissioner, with & view to rénd ring
impos:ible the operation of the Lern:ue guarantee of the Constit-

vtion.
Por your persconal informatioe,

Yours sincerely,

M. J.A. Avenol,
League of Nations,

GENEVA.
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Danzig, August lst 193%6.

My dear Avenol,

Shortly after my return from Geneva in July a membar of the
Danzig political police was stationed outside the door of my
office.

Trhis was done without my consent and without any explanation
from the Danzig Government.

A detective bars the door to every visitor with z request
for proof of identity and the purpose of the visit.

Three Consuls de Carridre in Danzig were prevented from
entering last week until they had established their identity.
Other visitors were interrogated.

An Americzn journalist coming to see me a few days ago,
having produced his passport and other documents, was asked what
he was coming for. He answered that he wanted to see the High
Commissioner. The policeman then encuired if the journaliest had
already made an appointment, a2nd he wes allowed to pass when he
said that he was going ia to my office to do so.

During the present week anothesr visitor, this time a lecturer

at 2 British University, was held up at my office door, According

to his stetement to me & few minutes later the detective stretched
his erm ascroes the door and asked the visitor who he was. When
this had been established the detective asked him where he was
going. The vieitor replied that he thought this was the Lesgue
of Nations Office. The man replied that that was so, and asked
vhat he wanted there. "@fhe renly was: "I want tb see the High
Commissioner and get some informa'ion about Danzig, as I lecture
on international affairs." The detective then suggested that it
would be better if he went to the Senate instead, but the visitor
insisted that he would also like to see the League Commissioner.

As I have seid, I have no information officislly as to the
purpose of this action by the Government, vut the circumstsnces
are sufficiently unusual in diplomatic life to put on record. I
do not kuow 1if the fects as reported to me by my various visitors
could support a plea that the purpose of this action is for the
"protection” of the High Comuissioner, but if that point of view
were %o be considered I should add one or two remarks, apart from
drawing attention to certain public declerations by leading
personages in the Free City.
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You are already informed of one recent declaration by
the head of the Party supporting the Government, which might
well be interpreted by his supporters as direct incitement.
Until this and other declarations were made it apparently
wes not considered necessary to establish so close a check
upon my visitors, and it could be held that if any danger of
an incident existed it could only come from those subject to
and directly influenced by official and quasi-official declar-

ations. On the other nand the control seems to be entirely

at my office a2nd I have been able to move about the streets of
the Free City without surveilllsasuce.

In view of the nature of the police control, of the

public statements which have been made, and one of the decrees

of July 16th, you will be interested to know that “I have

received no any of the Oppos

tion political Farties

in Danzig since the pslice control was established.

Moﬁsi»ur J.A. Avenolk
League of EKations,
Geneyva
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Panzig, August lst 1936.

My dear Avenol,

- F3

Shortly after my return from Geneva in July & member of the
Danzig political police wau stationed cutside the door of my
office.

This was done without my consent and withomt sny explanation
from the Dsenzig Government.

A detective bars the door %9 every v.zsitor with a regue
for proof of identity and the purpose cf the vieit.

Three Consuls de Carridre in Danzig were prevented from
entering last week until they tad estublished their identity.
Other visitors were interrogated.

An American Jjournalist coming to see me a few days ago,
having produced his pasaport and other documents, was asked what
he was coming for. He answered that he wanted to see the High
Commissioner. The policeman then encuired if the journalist had
elready made sn appcintment, and he was asllowed to pass when he
eaild that he weza going ia to ay office to do so.

During the present week another visitor, this time a lecturer
at 8 Britieh Un versity, was held up at my office door, According
to his stotement to me & few minutes later the detective stretched
his arw across the door end asked the visitor who Le was. When
thie had been established the detectivas sssed him where he was
going. The visitor replied thut he thought this wau the Lesgue
of Netione Office. The man renlied that that was so, snd asked
what he wanted there. "Whe reply was: "I want to see the High
Commissioner end get some informa.ion about Danzig, as 1 lecture
on international affairs." The detective then suggested that it
would be better if he went to the Senate instead, but the visitor
insisted that he would slso like to see the League Commissioner.

As I have =aid, I have no informstion officially as to the
purpose of this action by the Government, Lut the circumstznces
are sufficiently unusual in diplomatic life to put on record. I
do not koow if the facts as reported to me by my various visitors
could support a plea that the purpose of this action is for the
"proteotion” of the High Comuigsioner, but if that point of view
were to be considered 1 should add one or two remarks, apart from
drawing attention to certain pubiic declurastions by leading
personages in the FPree City.
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You are already informed of one recent declaration by
the head of the Party supporting the Government, which might
well be interpreted by his supporters as direct incitement.
Until this and other declarations were made it apparently
was not considered necessary to establish so close a check
upon my visitors, and it could be held that if any danger of
an incident existed it could only coume from those subject to
and direetly influenced by official and quasi-official declar-
ationg. On the other hand the control seems to be entirely
at my office and 1 have been able to move about the streets of
the Free City without survelllsnce.

In view of the nature of the police control, of the

public statements which have been made, and one of the decrees

of July 16th, you will b sted to know that “I have
1¢

raceived no vias from any of the Op itio »olitical Parties

in Danzig siance the police ol was established.

Por your information.

Yours sincerely,

Monsieur J.A. Avenolk
League of Natiouns,

Geneva




Private Diary Danzig, August 3rd 1936.

I called to see the Polish Minister this morning, when we
had a short discussion on the Danzig situation.

I told him that representatives of the Senste were telling
journalists that the High Commissioner would have disappeared
from Danzig in the autumn. Mr. Papée said that in bne of his
recent interviews with President Greiser he had agsin emphasised
the Polish point of view that the High Commissioner and his duties
regarding the Constitution were an essential part of the Statute
of the Pree City, which Poland was not prepared to allow to be
changed by any unilateral action.

Mr. Papée told me that the text of the Notes exchanged
between Warsaw and Berlin would shortly Le transmitted to the
President of the Council ( "within & fce days" ).

lle recalled the expression used during our last discussion
that Poland felt satisfied, and volunteered the explanation
that Polend was satisfied that the German Government had declared
they did not have any intention to affect the Statute of the
Free Cily. Nevertheless it was Poland's intention to continue
convelsations with a view to further clearing up the situation,
and Ambassador Lipsky had received instructions to this effect.

I mentioned that another German warship was due on August
28th or 29th, and that I was ns turally concerned as to what
the position would be. If the same pclicy were followed by the
German Government I was afraid it would make things more diffic-
ult for Poland and everybody else concerned. It wes perhaps
a pity there was to be another visit so quickly, but as it had
been arranged I thought it would either aggravate the situation
or give an opportunity for a settlement. :

I am not very optimistic about that aspeot of the situation,
but felt it to be desirable formally to draw the attention of
the Polish Government to the fact that the situation required
urgent handling. #r. Papée replied that we still had three
weeks and that perhaps something wo.ld come out of the furfher
discussions to take place in Berlin. He indicated with s good
deal of reserve that if they were unsuccessful a new ;osition
might have to be taken (presumably by Poland).

With regard to the general situation in Danzig I remarked
that I was afreid time was on the side of the Senate in its
defiance of the League guarantee of the Constitution, and it
probably would be nececsary for the Council to take a definite
position of some kind in September. I myself was at the moment
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powerless as far as preventive work with the Senate was con-
cerned. Mr., Papée agreed with this point of view and restuted
the position by saying that everything possible should be done
before the Council met.

In questioning me as to the statements made to journalists
by the Senate regarding the High Commissicner's position, he
asked if I knew whether they were centering their opposition
to me on personal grounds. I said that I had not that impression,
but it might very well be so. My own view was still as formed
immediately after Greiser's speech in Geneva, that their first
action was intended to be the abolition of the League guarantee
of the Constitution. %Phere might have been a certain narrowing
of the claims for revision, but that still stood and would
stand, even if the effort was made to turn the question into
one relating to me personally, I thought Mr. Yapée would b
interested to read the letler written to me by President
Greiser on June 3rd, following my reappointment by the Council.

(Attached is a copy of a translation.) This would almost appear

to be documentary evidence in support of the theory that
policy had been changed completely in the middle of June, and
that this difference between the letters as well as Greiser's
personal relations with me up to the time of his visit to
Berlin about June 18th showed definitely that the personal
charges (which really amounted to the allegation that I had
carried out the Council's instructions) had no foundation
outside general policy.




Danzig, August 3rd 1936.

I celled to see the Polish Minister this morning, when we
had a short discussion on the Danzig situation.
1 told him that representatives of the Sennte were telling

journalists that the High Commigsioner would have disappesared
from Danzig in the sutumn. Mr. Papée said that in one of his

recent interviews with President Greiser he had agein emphasised
the Polish point of view that the High Commissioner and his duties
regarding the Constitution were an essential part of the Statute
of the Free City, which Poland was not prepared to allow to be
changed by eny unilateral action.

Mr. Papée told me that the text of the Notes exchanged
between Warsaw and Berlin would shortly be transmitted to the
President of the Council ( "within 3 fex days" Fa

e recalled the expression used during our last discussion
that Poland felt satisfied, and volunteered the explanation
that Poland was satisfied that the German Government had declared
they did not have any intention to affect the Statute of the
Free City. Nevertheless it was Poland's intention to continue
conve¥sations with a view to further clearing up the situation,
and Ambassador Lipsky had received instructicns to this effect.

I mentioned that another German warship was due on August
28th or 29th, and that I was ns turally concerned as to what
the position would be. If the same policy were followed by the
German Government I was afraid it would make things more diffic-
ult for Poland and everybody else concerned. It wes perhaps
a pity there was to be another visit so quickly, but as it had
been arranged 1 thought it would either aggravate the situation
or give an opportunity for a settlement.

| 1 sm not very optimistic about that aspect of the situation,
but felt it to be desirable formally to draw the atteantion of
the Polish Goveranment to the fact that ﬁhe situation required
urgent handling. #r. Papée replied that we still had three
weeks and that perhaps something wo.ld come out of the further
discussions to take place in Berlin. He indicated with » good
deal of reserve that if they were unsuccessful a new  osition
might have to be taken (presumably by Poland).

With regard to the general situation in Danzig I remarked
thet 1 was afraid time was on the side of' the Senate in its
defience of the League guarantee of the‘Coustitution. and it
probably would be necessary for the Council to take a déefinite®
position of some kind in September. I mykolf was at the moment
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powerless as far as preventive vork with the Senate was con-
cerned. Mr. Papée agreed with this point of view and rest ted
the position by saying that everything possible should be done
before the Council met.

In questioning me as to the statements made to Jjournalists
by the Senate regarding the High Commissicner's position, he
asked if I knew whether they were centering their opposition
to me on personal grounds. I said that I had not that impression,
but it might very well be so. My own view was still as formed
immedistely after Greiser's speech in Geneva, that their first
action was intended to be the abolition of the League guarantee
of the Constitution. %Phere might have been & certain narrowing
of the claims for revision, but that still stood and would
stand, even if the effort was made to turn the gues tion into
one relating to me personally. I thought Mr. Fapée wonld b
interested to read the letter wri‘*=mn to a2 by President
Greiser on June 3rd, following my reappointment by the Counecil.

(Attached is a copy of a translation.) ThHs would almost appear

to be documentary evidence in support of the theory that
policy had been changed completely in the middle of June, and
that this difference between the letters as well as Greiser's
peresonal relations with me up to the time of his vieit to
Berlin about June 18th showed definitely that the personal
charges (which really amounted to the allegation thast 1 had
carried out the Council's instructions) had no foundation
outside general policy.




Danzig, August 5th 1936.

Baron de la Tournelle and Count Ponzone
visited me yesterday. Both had stories to the
effect that an arrangement had been made or was
about to be made between Poland and Germany to
settle finally the Danmzig question.

The Frenchman's story was that a Polish
Deputy here had been told by Colonel Slowak that
Poland had already agreed to give up her rights
in Danzig! The Itelian spoke for ten minutes
without interruption from me. I would give five
pounds to have a gramaphone record of his mel-
liflous French. I felt an impulse to ask him if
he had ever thought of a literary career; I could
not help picturing him on the stage in a clever,
if light, comedy He said that he smelt some-
thing in the air; he had no evidence but he
believed something was certainly being arranged of
a very important character. The only fact he had
in addition to those already told me by de la
Tournelle was that the Polish Commissariat was
working feverishly. He had not been able to see
Mr. Papée and was told day after day he was too
much occupied with telephone calls and inter-
views, etc. I reflected that there might be
another explanation

Ponzone has his human side too, and one
gets to like him more for it, in spite of his
exaggerated touchiness. At the end of our con-
versation he remarked that he had a personal
interest3if Danzig went back to the Reich suddenly
for his career would be broken. He explained
thet he had to serve two years in a first-class
Consulate-General before he got his Legation.
There were only five posts oP this kind independ-
ent of Legations and Ambassadors, and 'if Danzig
went back to Germany he would have to report to
the Ambassador in Berlin. One of the other
posts was Dublin. I agreed with him that the
clima te there was very damp!

I hear that my friend De Lieto has at last
accepted the Legation at Quito which he had
refused on leaving Danzig.

have expressed the view in the right
quarte® that what appears to be the policy of
postponing action regarding Danzig may be useful
as far as the general European situation is con-
cerned, but will most likely render the Danzig
problem still more difficult to settle later on.

———The Committee of Three has not met although they

<

have had my preliminary Report for about two
weeks. The idea seems to me to be not to intro-
duce Danzig in an aggravating way while the
impending new Locarno conference is at stake.

I may be wrong. Ifaly and Germany have now
accepted invitations and the conference will
probably meet about the middle of October. I am
for the time being holding up the preparation of
the more generzl Report oh the situation here
which will be needed. In a conversation with
Mrl Papée on the 3rd instant he seemed to agree
with me that the Danzig situation would represent
a fait accompli unless some factor could be
introduced in the meantime. I indicated that

I thought this could only be done in Danzig end
perhaps only by Poland.
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Danzig, August 6th 1936.

The naiveté of Greiser was again illustrated
in an incident told me last night by the American
Consul.

The European representative of the Columbia
Broadcasting Company had asked me to broadcast
to the United States. I had refused, but he came
here and eventually saw Greiser, who promptly
agreed. They had some general conversation and
in reply to a question Greiser szid: "But you kno

obedience from below and orders from above. I am
not the head of the Party in Danzig and I have to
take my orders." - An extraordinary declaration
from the head of the Government and head of a
State, but illuminating for the American.

At one point in the conversation Greiser
said that they would be prepared to have another
High Commissioner here: a German. Then he added
as an afterthought: "Or an American". The America
of course would not interfere with internal affaims

The American, Kalterboyrng¢, also wanted to
see Forster (I had myself suggested this to him)
and called at Forster's office half an hour after
his interview with Greiser. He found Greiser and
Huth in the waiting-room, awaiting the pleasure
of the Gauleiter, but was told that the Gauleiter
was far too busy to see him.

Greiser was to answer a series of questions.
Lhese were prepared and the broadcast was to take
place some four days later, on Saturday night.
Gallman had expressed his surprise at the prompt
acceptance by Greiser without consultation with
others. His doubts were justified. The questions
were prepared, apparently with some considerable
skill and knowledge. On the Friday night Kalter-
bourne got a telephone message from Boettcher
saying he was sorry "owing to technical difficult-
ies" the President could not broadcast. Kalter-
bourne, who speaks to millions of Americans every
week, was enraged at this treatment, saying that
everything had been fixed up and announced in
America, that he knew what the technical reasons
were and he would fly to London at once and make
the broadcast himself. I should like to have hea
his story.




I have now a little more information about
the Notes exchanged between Warsaw and Berlin,
and believe that by inference at any rate the
displeasure of the Filhrer at the present High
Commissioner may be indicated. I do not think
the Council can afford to let me be made a scape-
goat and I should myself have something to say.
The problem is not made easier by the prospect of
another German warship at the end of this month
visiting Danzig, and I have raised this matter
also with Papée.

On the same occasion I gave him a copy of a
letter sent to me by Greiser on June 3rd, congrat-
ulating me on my reappointment, referring to my
selfless mediation, etc. An illuminating contrast
to his speech a fortnight later. Papée expressed
his surprise that I had not produced this at the
Council meeting. I recalled to him my conversatio
with Lubienski and said that my difficulty had

been to refrain from saying things on that occas-
ion. He remarked that perhaps the steadiness of
this policy had been the most advantageous. I then
said that of course I would have to make a report
shortly, in which this restraint would play little
part.
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Private Diary August 7th 1936.

/

I had a conversation with Mr. Papée today before leaving
for my ten days holiday. I drew his attention to a decision of
the Press Court in the case of one of the recent suppressions.
In this judgment the Court said that one sentence alone in the
newspaper would have justified suppression for several mouths.
This sentence (I quote from memory) was to the effect that the
League of Nations had been during the past fifteen years,and was

' today ,one of the best guarantees for Germanism in Danzig.

I said to him that a decision of this kind was taken by me as a
symptom of the determination of the Government to break the
guarantee of the Constitution.

Papée remarked & propos of the Notes exchanged between
Warsaw and Berlin, of which he was not yet able to let me have
copies, but which had been sent to the President of the Council,
that any German attempt to make the incident during the reception
for the"Admiral Scheer" officers a year ago the foundation for
their refusal to call on the High Commissioner when the "Leipzig"
visited Danzig was altogether too thin. He gave me the impressio
that his Government fully appreciated that any attempt to make
the "Leipzig" incident have a purely personal bearing was merely
a subterfuge. He referred again to the fact that the conver-
sations between Berlin and Warsaw were not yet finished, 2nd I
remarked that I was not optimistic as to the outcome.

Mr. Papée again emphasised that Poland regarded her
interests in Danzig as vital, and he added quite clearly the
presence of the League in Danzig was also vital. Poland was
and would be prepared to fulfil all her obligations and he even
went so far as to say that if a mandate from the Council was not
given Poland might in certain circumstances be forced herself
to take the initiative.

I reported to him some of the stories circulating in Danzig
as to a complete Pplish-German accord on the future of the
Free City. He described these reports as fantastic. He told
me that there was much uncertainty as to what degree of interest
either the League or its two principal members, France and
Britain, could or would show for Poland in support of the
maintenance of the status quo. He directed my attention to the
reaction which had been seen in the Danzig press to the decision
to renew Polish(rgprgsentation in Tschequo-Slovakia, and indicat-
ed that the ai@éﬁéeménts with France would be showh in the near

future to be reality. This was in response to my mentioning
the various rumours, and what appeared to be the continued
uncertainty in many quarters as to Polish policy. I said that




a really sound arrangement
>tween Poland and Germany which would ease the European si t-
uation of one of its danger points, and that naturally my only
concern and interest was that if changes were totake place with

regard to Danzig they should follow a legal form and that the

general interests of the League in pursuit of the pacific

settlement of all disputes would be ensured.

At the same time I recalled that immediately after the
last Geneva meeting, when there was much nervousness and un-
certainty as to whether Greiser's declarations would be followed
by a coup de force, I had believéd that two elements would make
it much less likely. One was Polish determination to act and
Germany's full knowledge of that fact, thus leading at any rate
to a method of discussion rather than force. Similarly I now
felt that a clarification of Poland's position might help the
more moderate, elemEnds and perhaps more experienced,elements
in the German Government, as against the policy of the extremists
which might very well endanger European peace.

On the whole the conversation, which is only noted above
in a very sketchy fashion, was of a nature to clarify the
Polish position, but it disclosed 44 fundamental elements of

European concern and even danger.
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I had a conversation with ®r. Papée today before leaving
for my ten days holiday. I drew his attention to a decision of
the Press Court in the case of one of the recent suppressions.

In this judgment the Court said that one sentence alone in the
newspaper would have justified suppression for several months.
This sentence (I quote from memory) was to the effect that the
League of Nations had been during the past fifteen years and was
today one of the best guarantees for Germanism in Danzig.

I said to him that a decision of this kind was taken by me as a
symptom of the determination of the Government to break the
guarantee of the Constitution.

Papée remarked A propos of the Notes exchanged between
Warsaw and Berlin, of which he was not yet able to let me have
copies, but which had been sent to the President of the Council,
that any Germsn attempt to make the incident during the reception
for the"Admiral Scheer" officers a year ago the foundation for
their refusal to call on the High Commissioner when the "Leipzig"
visited Danzig was altogether too thin. He gave me the impression
that his Government fully appreciated that any attempt to make
the "Leipzig" incident have a purely personal bearing was merely
a subterfuge. He referred again to the fact that the conver-—
sations bztween Berlin and Warsaw were not yet finished, and I
remarked that I was not optimistic as to the outcome.

Mr. Papée again emphasised that Poland regarded her
interests in Danzig as vital, and he added quite clearly the
presence of the League in Danzig was also vital, Poland was
and would be prepared to fulfil all her obligations and he even
went so far as to say that if a mandate from the Council was not
given Poland might in certain circumstances be forced herself
to take the initiative.

I reported to him some of the stories circulating in Danzig
as to a complete Polish-German accord on the future of the
Free City. He described these reports as fantastic. He told
me that there was much uncertainty as to what degree of interest |
either the League or its two principal members, France and
Britain, could or would show for Poland in support of the
maintenance of the status quo. He directed my attention to the
reaction which had been seen in the Danzig press to the decision
to renew Polish representation in Tschequo-Slovakia, and indicat-
ed that the arrangements with France would be showh in the near
future to be reality. This was in response to my mentioning
the various rumours, and what appeared to be the continued
uncertainty in many quarters as to Polish policy. I said that




no doubt everyone would welcome a really sound arrangement

between Poland and Germany which would ease the European si t-
uation of one of its danger points, and that naturally my only
concern and interest was that if changes were totake place with
regard to Danzig they should follow a legal form and that the
general interests of the League in pursuit of the pacific
settlement of all disputes would be ensured.

At the same time I recalled that immediately after the
last Geneva meeting, when there was much nervousness and un-
certainty as to whether Grgiser's declarations would be followed
by a coup de force, I had believéd that two elements would make
it much less likely. One was Polish determinstion to act and
Germany's full knowledge of that fact, thus lezding at any rate
to a method of discussion rather than force. Similarly I now
felt that a clarification of Poland's position might help the
more moderate elements and perhaps more experienced elements
in the German Government, as against the policy of the extremists
which might very well endanzer European peace.

On the whole the conversation, which is only noted above
in a very sketchy fashion, was of a nature to clarify the
Polish position, but it disclosed the fundamental elements of
European concern and even danger.




Danzig, 12th September, 1936.

Pablo de Azcarate, Deputy Secretary-General
of the League, has been appointed Spanish Ambassador
at London, in circumstances which reflect very high
credit on his personal courage and convicticns. It
seems doubtful what the outcome of the dreadful
Spanish civil war will be, and he has given up a post
of great honour in the international world at a time
when few Spanish diplomats have remained at their
posts.

I first met him intimately in connection with
Minority work while I was Rapporteur for Minorities
for the Council and he was Director of the Section,
and formed a high opinion of his honesty and independ-
ance which were so important, &specially in that post
and in those days. My next contact was not personal
but in connection with his appointment as Deputy
Secretary-General. I fought this appointment through
three or four secret meetings of the Council on the
grounds that the post had been intended for the
representative of a State which was not semi-permanent
on the Council. It is to the credit of Azcarate
that all this difficulty never affected our personal
relations.




Danzig, 12th September 1936.

I have not been writing diary notes for the
last two months, mainly because I felt it was more
dangerous than usual to have even a secret record of
some things either in my house or at the office.
There was not only the ordinary fear of spying work
from within, for some time I did not know whether or
not to expect an occupation of my Residence, etc.

The secret Council meeting held after Greiser's
outburst on 4th July showed very serious fears not
only as to the future but even as to my personal
safety and I returned to Danzig not knowing what to
expect, but feeling that it was important above all
to give no sign of any doubt or question. It may
have been partly the represenations made at Berlin
by the British, French and Polish Ambassadors or
the stiff attitude which Poland for a time took up
and their assurances of immediate military inter-

vEOtTON 1N _circumstances @ffecting either my person
owm&,’?ﬁm control by the Wilhelm-
strasse“in checking the Danzig policy as expressed by
Greiser. The fear of a coup de force gradually
passed away, &t any rate for the time being.

Newspaper cuttings will recall some of the
moments of tension and some of the outrageous dec-
larations and the gradual limitation of the objective

o the breaking of the guarantee of the League of
Nations with regard to the Constitution. Steps were
taken to reassure Poland both by Germany and Danzig
that her  rights would be fully respected.

I have had one or two interesting and notable
interviews with Papée, but have not seen Greiser
nor have I met Colonel Beck since 5th July. Under
direct suggestion from the Council members I immediate
ly on my return from Geneva fixed the precise
machinery under which if it became necessary I would
call for Polish troops. In this also I had the idea
that the knowledge that I was ready to act and t hat
Poland was ready to act wondd have a deterrent effect
and help towards maintaining the peace for the
present at any rate. I have somewhere a record of
my last conversation with Colonel Beck on the morning
of 5th July, perhaps the most dramatic in my experierncd

Things developed until the middle of August
when, while the Olympic Games were going on, there
was no anficipation of any immediate danger and I
was able to take ten days leave to tour the Scandin-
avian capitals. Prior to departing I had another
conversation with Papée in which he again indicated,
and more clearly than on other occasions, the
determination of Poland to maintain her position in
Danzlg and if necessary to reorientate her policy
in order to do so. Shortly afterwards took place
the visit of the French Chief of Staff to Warsaw
and the return visit of General Rydz— Smigly. the
virtual dictator of Poland and succeSsor to the old
Marshall, to France, and the renewal and strengthening
of the Frams6-Polish alliance. which some responsible
newspapers directly connected with Germany's Danzig
policy, entre autre.

The Senate has given every indication of carry-
ing out the Berlin polly of boycotting the High
Commissioner and the League of Nations so far as
so-called internal affairs are concerned. Letters
from me on the Constitution have not been answered
and decrees have been iscued which I am certain are
against the Constitution. The Council will next
week begin a Session in which it will be faced with




another fait accompli: the destruction of the
guarantee of the Constitution; and I do not see what
the outcome can be. The Germans have tried to force
my resignation by means of the famous '"nerve test",
and thus simplify the fait accompli policy. 1 natur-
ally have no longing to remain here, but am equally
determined that if I leave Danzig in these circum-
stances it will!be made clear in public that it is
not because of any failure on my own part to carry
out Council instructioms with discretion and tact
but simply due to the change of policy in Germany
and the weakness of the League.

The Poles have received a reply on the cruiser
"Leipzig" incident which is not satisfactory, but
which certainly has shown a desire to withdraw
somewhat on the first demands voiced through Greiser
and an effort is made to limit the difficulty to a
so-called personal issue on account of the scene
oregted by Greiser last ygar when the ship "Admiral
Scheer" was here. This pretext is too thin even for
the Poles and they have been endeavouring, but so far
without success,to get any further move in the German
position. Another German ship was due to arrive in
Danzig at the end of August, and I am inclined to
think that it was due to Polish representation that
this visit was cencelled. It would have meant a
repetition of the slight to the League, and Poland
would have been put into an impossible position if
her representative had accepted the German courtesies
in such circumstances.

experiences in Danzig have certainly shown
me some novelties in modern diplomatic life and this
summer the conduct of the German Government in its
Progaganda Ministry and otherwise has been amazingly
unscrupulous. One does not expect from any Government
behavious such as one expects from a gentleman, but
the dirtiness of German policy in the circumstances
has, I know, been a shock to many decent Germans, and
I em sure not least to many of their old diplomats
who know me personally. The unscrupulousness of
people like Greiser and Bottcher is of a different
character, one expects at any rate less from people
of this kind: Greiser because he is a simple man
without any principles except those of obedience
to his leaders, Bottcher partly because™is most
unnaturally stupid. It has been a tragedy for
Greiser that he has not had a man of some intelligence
to give him advice, not as to policy, which he does
not himself make, but as to methods of obtaining
the same aims. Bottcher's remarks to foreigners
here almost invariably reach me. I recall that about
a year ago, when personal relations were supposed
to be excellent and to an English journalist he
 compared the German-Polish national relationship
with the English-Irish on the basis of the two
inferior races, and the English journalist, who
was quite friendly to Ireland, reported it to me,
greatly to my amusement. He has now advanced to
a somewhat more personal line of insult and the
American Consul's story to me the other day brightened
a whole morning. An American talking to Bdttcher
asked him some questiom about the High Commissioner,
and he replied by saying the High Commissioner was
a little man with a long nose! I suppose this is
on a par with his spiritual guide the "Stiirmer", whid
some weeks ago published photographs of Greiser and
myself. together, my own photograph having been
touched up a little, and this distinguished nevispaper,
which has for some time been under the direct control
of the German Ministry for Propaganda,compared our
personal appearances, naturally to my disadventage.




High Commissioners, if there are any in future,

will have to be chosen gn the basis of a Hollywood
film-star appearance! These, however, have really
only been the lighter touches in a very anxious time.

I have just been told that Bethke, head of the
police, who is GreiseXsbest friend here, talking
to a man whom he thought was a Nazi - but who wasn't -
explained that the policy Greiser had followed was
Berlin policy and not Greiser's own. His speech,

I should say, was written by Forster and had the
approval of Goebbels, Hitler, and perhaps Goering,

but I am not so sure of the last. Wilhelmstrasse

say they did not know anything about it until after
it was made. The Wilhelmstrasse people are in a
deplorable position if this is so. Von Neurath's
assurances to the British and Polish Ambassadors

on Thursday that there would be not the slightest
hitch in allowing the "Le/dpzig" incident to pass over,
and the sequel 48 hours later were a sad commentary
on their position. Greiser, who became world famous
in a night, did not serve Germany. Cartoonists all
over the world represented him as a typical Nazi
diplomat and in Eggland it is apparently now customary
to say "A Gredser to you!" when they wish to indicate
that they are prepared to cock a snook, It is sad

for the decent Germans, not only in Danzig but also

in Germeny.

The Committee of Three appointed by the Council
to follow DENZIg affairs has shown every sign of being
anxious to avoid coming to conclusions with the Danzig
problem. They have not yet met and newspapers hzve
explained that it was the absence of a report from
me which was the reasoni They had material to come
to conclusions in the documents I sent. I have now
sent a little more general survey but have done
everything humanly possible to make it objective
and to avoid myself drawing a clear conclusion.

I am quite prepared at any time to &o this but am
anxious in every way possible to lessen the burden
of the Council. The dreadful Spanish.tragedy has
added to the chaotic condition of European affairs
and has been for the past six weeks perhaps the
cause of most anxiety.

I went to Geneva for a couple of days last
week and showed my draft report to Avenol d
Walters. Walters' remark was that it mas/gﬂanswerable
document. Avenol's only suggestion was that instead
of myself putting the question on the Ajenda I
should again leave that to the Committee and the
Council. I had some doubts on this point myself and
was guite prepared to accept that suggestion.




Danzig, 16th October 1936.

When I went to Geneva first in September for a
day to see Avenol he mentioned to me incidentzlly that
he hoped shortly to be in a position to make an interestq
ing proposal. He could not say more at the moment.

T™wo days after my return to Danzig I saw an
announcement that Azcarate had resigned from the post
of Deputy-Secretary-Gemeral on being appointed Spanish
Ambassador in London. There were also one or two
directorships vacant in the Secretariat, and going down
to Geneva ggain for the Council and Assembly I did not
of course mention the matter in any way and proceeded
with my discussions with the Rapporteur's delegation.

I saw Avenol and had a genersl talk with him on the
situation in Danzig and the prospects but it was not
until some days later as we were walking together
towards the new Couincil roocm for a discussion on the
"Leipzig" incident that he again spoke of it. He drew
me aside in the corridor and asked me what I would say
about theproposal to be the new Deputy-Secretary-General
I said that I would feel very flattered at asuch a
proposal but that I would like to think the matter
over. I had never had any thoughts of joining the
Secretariat. At the same time I did express my apprec-
iation of what was a very big compliment. He said

he was sure the appointment would be a most popular

one generally in the League of Natioz;’but that there
might be one or twoe difficult points would have to
surmount.

During the next week I heard rumours of many

. efforts being set on foot to secure the appointment

LY

1for various nationals; every Government which thought
it had some hope was of course exceedingly anxious

to secure the appointment. There were three or four
candida tes in the Secretariat itself: Ref chman% Pelt,
gthe Dutch Director of the Information Section) Ekmann,

The Swedish Director of the Social Section) anda APl
Greek Director of the Disarmament Section who had
been later doing personnel work . The Polish Government

were not apparently backing Réichmann but were strongly
pressing for another candidate'and claiming succession
on the basis of being the next semi-permsnent member

of the Council. (It was on this principle that I had
held up Azcarate's nomination for three months while

I was sitting on the Council.)

The secret was pretty well kept until the first
meeting of the Committee of Three dealing with Danzig.
I"was not present but the situation had been examined
on the basis of my reports and acklance made to the
first general conclusion that the League could not
divide its guarantees in Danzig; if one could not be
maintained neither could any other. At this stage
Avenol interrupted and said he wished to talk with the
three Foreign Ministers alone, Eden, Delbog and
Monteiro. All the Secretaries dnd advisors were

JcTeared out and it appears that Alvenol at this point

said that as it might affect the Danzig situation he
wanted the Committee to know that he pronosed to
nominate me as his Deputy.

That was, I think, 29th September. The following
morning Eden asked me to see him and he came out of
the Assembly discussion for the purpose. He said that
Avenol had told him of his proposition and he wanted
to know what I would think about it. Would I consider
that I was being let down in any way? I had already
heard,by the way, that the matter had been mentioned
privately to Cranborne before Eden's arrival and he
had apparently had nothing to say ageinst the a point-
ment. I told Edem that I would not look upon tEe
nomination in that way a t all. It was a very high




post, much higher that the one I held,and while I had
been hoping rather to return to my own Service I felt
I could hardly refuse such a big offer. Incidentally
it would mean a very good exit from Danzig. Eden
said that neither he nor the Committee wanted to stand
in the way of my promotion, that the post certainly
was an extremely important one and that in the normal
course of events it might very well mcan that I would
become later on Secretary Geneml. He thought that my
promotion Would be very well deserved and if I thought
well of it he would do nothing to stand in my way.

A secret meeting of the Council was summoned for
that evening but was not held. It took place the
following morning and I have not much information beyond
the official report of what happened. The nomination
wzs unanimously approved.

It was clear that it had not been anticipated
and that in some quarters my nomination would be
regarded as a retreat from Danzig. This was inevitable.
The Council did what they could to meet this. They
put restriction on the period when I would take up
my new duties by saying that this could not take place
until my successor was nominated. Both the French
and, although in a lesser way, the British were perhaps
concerned with their own public opinion and sensitive
to any suggestion that Danzig was being abandoned.

Within the next day or so I called on Avenol
to express my appreciation of his action and the nice
things he had said about me. He remarked with a smile
that he had had to act very quickly before the other
candidatures had time to solidify. There would of
course have been great and increasing competition
to get the post.

In Danzig the news came as a ver y welcome
surprise. It was treated on the basis of "the recall
of Lester" and the Nazi press jubilated. A special
festival that weekend at which Greiser and Forster
spoke was de the occasion for celebrating "the
triumph over the League and Lester"™, and the TUpposition
were told that they were now in for it at last.

On the "Leipzig" incident,which had been put through
with a very satisfactory resolution a fortnight before
this, accepting the explanations of the German Govern-
ment but calling upon all the Governments concerned

to prevent a repetition of any such incident, the
German press had been completely silent. They reported
the matter not too badly but without any comment
whatsoever. Similarly they did little beyond head-
lines with regard to my new appointment.

In the meantime the Committee of Three were
at work and anotherCouncil meeting was held to deal
with a Report from them which at the same time sent
my Reports to the Council. This seems to hazve come
as a most unpleasant shock to the Danzig Nazis,

,7 following their jubilations. The resolution referred
to the continued obstruction by the Senate of the
League representative and the Council, and gave a
mandate to Poland to examine the situation with a view
to the mainteénance of the guarantee of the Constitution.
and to report upon the conditions necessary to ' enable
the High Commissioner to carry out all his duties.

y At the same time there was a report in the newspapers

. that my successor would be a Pole. This all seemed
Fo gustify the suspicibn, expressed by the "Vorposten",
in its first leading article celebrating my so-called
"downfall", that there must be a snag somewhere.




aviour of Bottcher in the course of the
played two more instances of brilliant
He sat at the table for the "Leipzig"
1cent, when Eden had incidentally mentioned that
supposed a later meeting to deal with the general

reports of the High Commissioner would be held. Bottcher

put in a solemn complaint that these reports had only
reached the Senate on 16th September. Nobody took any
notice of this. The Council members must have been a
little bit surprised as they had not themselves seen
as yet any of the reports which had been for a fort-
night in the hands of the Senate. Even the Committee

of Three had not received the final documen the time

they were handed to the Senate. This childish point

was solemnly reported in the German papers but nowhere
lse. The h:d been warned several times that th

Council wou nsider the general position at a later
eting. I ite of this and in spite of advice

from the Secre y, Bottcher returned to Danzig.

On 2nd Octob ')r~al notice of the meeting to be

held on ‘*% was sent to the Senate. On the 5th

they repl f it was only a question of accepti

the recall of Lester they did not propose to

attend. This was not at all the subject for which they

had been invited, and was merely their me thod of refus-

ing to attend to discuss the internal affairs of the
Free City. When, however, they saw the resolution

passed by the Council they sent a very forcible letter

to the Secretary General protesting against the lack

of politeness of the League. I certainly think that

the lack of sense of humour shown in this protest

was another inspiration of Bottcher's.
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October 193%6.

11, fair-haired and >ntle. He called to
me yesterday to tell me that he was being
recalled and as he hes during his time in Danzig

seen nothing else of Europe I urged him to make
a tour on his return journey.

After talking for a time I mentioned that
I also was leaving Danzig. He showed some interest
in this announcement and also when I told him that
I had been given a post in the Secretariat. I
wondered how he had been able to live in Danzig
for the past few weeks without hearing about it,
but he said he had read it in the local newspsapers
and had not believed it.

He came to see me once during one of the
hottest weeks in my recent difficulties in the
summer and solemnly handed me a five-page memorand-
um, type-written, on some minor social reform in
Venezuela.

Monsieur Leseur is the Consul of Venezuela
e
2

] left me yesterday e
I would give him a letter. My e, he said,
very well-known in Venezuela and it would help
him. I pointed out that the High Commissioner
really had no relations with the Consuls except
courtesy relations but he still thought that it
would be useful to have some record of our good
relationship so I promised to answer a written
announcement from him that he was leaving Danzig.

I wonder what his reports to his Government
on the situation here can be like. But he is a
very nice fellow.




It is interesting about my new appointment that
no Government had any part in the initiative taken by

\ the Secretary General. It was Avenol alone in this

case, as ind the occasion of my appointment as
High Commissioner, who was responsible. He ems to
have formed a very flattering estimate of me which has
from time to time shown itself in ways and on occasions
surprising to me. My transfer from Danzig at this mome

“is being generally regarded -1 gn of League weak- ,

ess, and perhaps it is, but ying to form am imperson-
al and objective estimate as I can in this private
diary I believe that Avenol was at least equally con-
vinced of my suitability as his first assistant. There
were other ways in which my removal could have been
ezsily arranged.

After the announcement I talked with Frank Walters,
who is probe y my best i
told me that Y would 1i
hed had some p¢ in the
entirely Avenol's initiat | n Azcara 5 departure
was aannounced he had e i & Avenol would, as he
often did in such matters, delay and postpone, but he
had actually informed Walters of his decision within
a few hours. Avenol must bave anticipated Azcarate's
resignation. The latter had been much concerned with
the Spanish situstion and according to another source
had been showing a certain amount of activity in his
national affairs.

Of the aspirants in the Secretariat all came to
congratulate me and 1 think that Rajchman' was perhaps
the most disappointed. He has given very courageous
and unselfish service but I was told his appointment
would have been very unpopular. He has been very
friendly with me and we have worked together on all
kinds of questions, but I was told that at least two
or perhaps three of the principal officers of the
Secretariat would have resigned if he had got the
appointment. Agh®@des, one of the nicest fellows I
know. and as honest as the day, a man who stznds very
high in Avenol's estimation, was a m likely candid-
ate, His appointment would have r ed me immensely.
Ekaf” the Swede, was I think in every way unsuitable
and Pelt was not big enough. It is rather curious
how these things come to people who have not thought
of them or looked for them.

) The one thing I was looking for was the return
to the Irish Service and the shiver with which this
suggestion has always been received Yias been most
chilling. MThere was no Cabinet Minister in the.
Delegation this time - Cremins, Rynne and A% v€i.,

I talked to them about the proposal and about my own
hopes, and the encouragement I got to take the inter-
national job was unanimously enthusiastic. Rynne and
Frank said that there was no job at home and no hope
of any. Micky said that it was always possibe of
course that I would be given something like control
of Passports. I wrote to Joe Walshe and left the
decision in the hands of the Government, but said I
would like to keep my contacts with my own Service.
When I telephoned to Joe he said he had talked to the
President and both thought I should accept the post,
which was such a very high one. On the other matter
nothing could be said.

The Assembly dealt with the question of the
admission of the Abyssinian delegation. The Italians
did not attend either Council or Assembly pending a
decision to exclude their conquered province.
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seemed set for a decision "as a guestion of

procedure" that the Abyssinian credentials were not
in order, when to the surprise of 99 per cent of the
people the Committee eventually reported that the

credentials were in oxder for the present Assembly.

d (u ank Walters' comment was that he had found again

Fean :J,(‘ﬂ pee Cormn f Locco. e =
/

and again that the Assembl J developed som
conscience and personality apart fraw the

Governments. Mos t people wanted the axlans back on
the Buropean scene. The hope of the T.ve Power Locarno
conference dominated.’ If this cannot be put through,
and it still seems very shaky, the European situztion
will continue to be dangerous and uncertain. The same
prospect has dominated the League attitude towards .
Danzig during recent months. I wrote to Avenol (and the
Rapporteur) in the early days of August when there was
no sign of the Committee of Three meeting, that I could
understand the wider European necessities ml"Ut lea
them to decide not to press the Danzig situ on E it
should give Germany an excuse for backing auay fu
from the Locarno conference and the League, but ¢t
they must realise the reaction in Danzig itself wou
bad and that in a very few months a si n?tlan would
exist here which could not be recovered. Events seem
to have proved this to be zood judgment and I O”ly
hope the greater cause for which our position in Danzig
has been imperilled will not also be lost.

All through the Assembly one had the impression that
Germany, although absent, dominated the scene. Fear of

_Germany hung like a cloud. And yet one of the few

cheerful people I met was Osusky, C Slovakian
Minister in Paris. I lunched with him and Hugh Wilson,
the American Minister, one day and he expressed the
view that with all Europe wanting peace Germany would
not go to war. lore important, he estimated Hitl
a great QB$3;£;2%§t in international affairs.’ He
distinguishe ween his internal policy of absolutism
he woald not ve his dictatorship within the Reich
challenged in any way - but his attitude towards inter-
national questions would be decided entirely on grounds
of opportunism. He would gradually make arrangements
on all sides satisfactory to Germany but wi,huAL thinking
of going as far as war. I asked what about the frontierg
and was thinking of the three million Germans in Chequo-
Slovakia. Osusky said that with the development of
economic cooperation - ofiwhich great hopes have been
raised by the new agreement aligning the currencies of
France, Britain and America which had brought Switzer-
land, Italy CHéque:Slovakia and others in its train -
the frontier Question would be rendered less acute and
less important.

On the other hand a day or so before I left,
F.W. in a very and unusually pessimistic mood, said
that none of the great countries was at the moment
basing its policy on the League. He even was so gloomy
as to anticipate ap early German move towards %Qé@mar
Slovakia. If Ched#o-Slovakia fought it would take a
fortnight instead of a week. TV¢S was a most unusually
pessimistic view for F. and was a good deal worse than
my own. I still do not think that agzression can be
safely launched in any direction without involving
general war. If France can recover from her present
internal divisions which are regarded as a source of
weakness and if the Spanish situation can reach its
tragic end without involving other Powers, I think
we may still be able to keep some considerable hope.




I saw Papée yesterday and intimated to
egarded my :_u;u*1n g t 1oment here as
‘“rmal one. I had reported a situation to
their remedy h-d been to ask Poland to LgLe awtid
red the matters to be entirely in Poland's
Colonel Beck has been on holiday and Jlav in
and pée goes to Warsaw this weekend to see
inal instructions. He personally anticir
chapter is opening in Danzig-Polish relations.
has just banned the Social Democrat Party
all its organisations on the grounds ¢t some 2ams
alleged to have been found in the on of
memb‘ rs is quite possibly a“plant; I do not
£ b s i ad warned him
8. same time I do not an
Anlﬁnd will endeavour or will succeed in
Constitution.
I see tt Forster in a recent
the responsibility for the
men.
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"c*d ntally, at one of the last Committee

en eprarently asked Beck to ensure that life
tolerable for me while I remained in Danzig and
had given assurances. Both of them told me about this
afte rds.

I came back through Vienna, Prague and Berlin.
I made no official calls in Vienna. Strang, who had
heard 1 was going to Prague, said he would write to the
Chargé d'Affaires there, but I had asked him not to do
so as I wanted to make no calls. I fmet nobody except
Bruins, who used to be American Consul in Danzig.
On the way to Bruins' house to lunch we passed a huge
open space in the new town and Bruins told me that
underneath was a vast bomb-proof shelter. The impres-
sion of the corps apparently was that the situation was
still very uncertain and dangerous. I left cards on
t} British Minister and Fore ter two
1 the I tion on the tele
, as the new Minister
course not
The valwpy of theElbe one g 1
frontier tow: 3 Dresden is a heul,xlul corner of
hope some time to explore.

ater
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hatever. One newspaper mentions Huth
cessor. Huth has al i show
agreeable but he

in Geneva I Vndrd
rance: "”ﬂ‘?
Y Madam
days to her various ser
news of the house and is assured most
everything is well, except - and then
relates a catastrophe worse than the 1
end their details with : "Apart ge ca, Madame la
Marquise, Tout va trés bien." A French journalist
has uritten a parody in which Joseph (Avenol)
replies to anxious enquiries about the League.
Joseph is made to say that eve*"thlng 1° going
well "tout en déplorant un petit rien.’

"Il était une petite bBtise,

L'Ethiopie @€¢t€ conquise,

Mais apart ca, Madame la Marquise,
Tout va treés bieni"
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In zig itself the e

al associa 5 Was suppre
;uuAl& 0 nths ago, th stens le gounds bnlng
some revolvers alleged to have been found in the
offices 0“ the defunct ”Volnsstimme". The chi
of o) > Party has been arrested and s

ur Oppo

of .
an open ¢
Edward

al

full of art
"Queen Wally".
the divorce f r husband was
I 1]l actic as necessary in each of
monwealth States De Valera wiped the king out
Constituti abr ¥ k Governor-Genera
announced ( ould be rec
2rnal | From th
view of I 1 n~t1~qal dcvolo ent it
doubtful is of course contrary to the de
ment of a separate kingdom with a divisible monarch
which was the ine on which Kevin 0'Higgins worked.
It may uRBraYgyged that by coming under the Common-—
wealth we 'wrm our diplomatie front internationally
whereas under the other line of development there
have been more legal justification for a
eoretical independence. De Valera has him-
however, and this is interesting, accepted
the king, even for such limited purposes.
The English i ple, who must have received
a terrific Shock with the vudden disclosures and
and self-imposed exile of a man who was extra-
ordinarily popular, came out of the affair
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with great
humjl*nting
wandering about
Nevex 1 t m 0 rd
iven a very erious ing the monarchical
systen Ln England.
In 2 I
I had informed the 3
I thought my absence migl ] be helpf
their negoti ,idns and t),r of course
1 situation developed I would
quickly € J
~at that time was hel to
Poland that she was :"ulcﬁ*“rg
} elf. This was in accord wit
orteur and S
s :

'vwlun'oorﬁ". ( he other
ears to have ched the
ough the fall of Madrid was announced in
newspapcrs in the middle of November Franco does
not seem yet to have obtained a footing in the
city.
Beck has made & speech on Foreign Affairs
in the Polish parliament in which he refers to
Polish neutrality in the war of 166010'185, the
importance of good relations with ]
the correct *nw1‘1“r v ch are
Russia. e 1ce of Ppland as
has been more wi recognis during
nths. of wax ich
Europe especic i the past yeax 0
still ¢ a Z e could safely \ro""esy
I am feeling » more confident in the maintenancd
of peace for the next year or two and in the mean-
time British re-armament is going ahead fairly
well, which at any rate will be an additional
guarantee of peace. German preparations continue
and one of the principal Reichswehr officers in an
article on the new 4 Years Plan says it is really
tary in its purpose and not merely economic.
Goring a couple of months ago made a public speech
in which he said people had to give up butter for
cannons. <Tlhere is, however, a sudden shortage
is Germany and her economic position is bad. This
amongst other things has revived the demand for
golonles. The development of an acute position
in Germany would probably be more dangerous than
otherwise. I snppose one of the factors which
has helped to reassure peaceful people in PBurope
has been the formal declarations by the British
Government, through Eden, that immediate help
would be given in case of an attack on France or
Belgium and the subseguent offer by Blum of simil-
ar guarantees in case of aggression against
En"1vnd. It is interes t1n0 to note that while
Euglnﬂ1-Ttallan relations seem to be improving the
is rathe less confidence and ﬁogd—w1ll betveen
France and 1taly at the moment.
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My conversation with Colonel BECK on
of Januar§:1aﬂteﬂ for 40 minutes. I encouraged him with
a few questions, but he himself spoke most of the time.
It struck me that hls remarks were mainly in the nature
of an explanation or anologizof his policy vis-a-vis the
League and his g e n e r a 1 poliey in international
affairs. He emphasized hils ew that the direct agreements
he was making were more valuable to Poland, but professed
himself to be a real friend of the Institution here which
was very useful for the direct contacts it provided. If
he disputed things at times that was merely a sign of the
value and interest the organization had; those who were
indifferent did not dispute. On the other hand he went on
to speak of difficulties which the League had made for

Poland in the past and mentioned Danzig

=¥}

S8ilesia, ete.,
but at the same time he repudiated the theory that Danzig
was an exclusively Polish affalr and even remarked that
if he were to declde to leave the League, he could get
sufficient support for that poliey.

This turn in hls remarks @hich were almost a
monologue} was rather striking; it arose from nothlng
which hﬂi been sald by me ; he seemed to me to be surveying
in his own mind discussions and arguments which had been
taking place, but with which I was not fully acquainted.

Regarding Danzig he spoke of the future and I
asked him was he optimistic; and hg sgid he was, he was
more optimistic about Danzig thankthe League. History of
Danzig for 300 years showed that it was @& vital interest
of Poland and that fact was known to Germany. Poland was
ready to defend her interests there and he seemed to think
that Germany would take no action to antagonize Poland in
that direction, (I recalled the conversation I had with
him on the 5th of July last in which his attitude and
sentiments were far from belng so confident, but of course
I sald nothing). Beck concluded by saying that he depended
not on Berlin but on Warsaw as far as the future develop-

ments of Danzlg were concerned.
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