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Geneva, June 19th 194Q.

Dear Arthur,

I wrote you a letter a few 3 but I have
po4tei 1t; events were olng too fast d I have h°ld
) I have now read 1t over and 1 M8 ag fhoﬁ~hvit

another world t 2

s ’ 18T ar our

to
island

Melle.

There have been
and anger at times has helped me
one may put up with pomposity when L
intelligence, but when one has to j 1 .f »1:vouJ futi
11ty coupled with demoralization, the t shred of respect

rasa
goes.

All the stuff about plans and policies has tem-
porarily ceased to of any 1 rtance and our future is
for the moment very far from b ; wY now

r that will r

ve guessed from my De nal > 8 LOE T U Yol were
reconsigned to the do; Houee 361y ¢l are in
such a way as I don't think it wﬂ‘tuvq a curs Winant
1s suddenly and hurrledly investigating 12 possibilities
of an evacuation or transfer, accompanied by = very blg
degree of liquidation (they tried to hold on to more than
we dld and are now facing a more difficult p?obl?l), T
don't think it will come to anything at present; three
weeks earller or three weeks later might have or may tell
a dlfferent story and our financial outlook is extremely
black. We too will probably have to face further cuts
pretty soon. At the moment I have only two principles,
or at any rate two immediate objectives: the first is
that we should endeavour to keep a 1ittle bit of personal
dignity whatever comes (an 1deal, as I have 1little confi-
dence ln my own physieal covr.*e). and the other is that
we should try to look after our staff who have been standing
by us here, and especially those who are isolated, either
from an invaded country or otharwise.

You will guess fh= impossibility of talking
about more practical thing or of the future, which does
not open beyond a very 1iﬂl;ed horizon.

Well, I have written you sonﬁtnAng, a8 you asked;
I hope 1t reaches you and your imagination esn £111 in
detalls.

incerely yours,




(€4, Fneble,

wixn

form internal fortresses could
effect. BSome monthg before the
1an ex-officer

Serviece) remarked

an in Geneva that in certain events

would be very useful to us. "
I believe the sltuation such ag
to render it now necessary to take posalble

seibility

such precsutione as can be made.
hzs come under considerstion,

attention to 1t. It ia clear ths 2 Germans were An

position to and declded to launch attaaok the
must eventually do before they could hope vin the war,
they could obtain conslderable advantagen at little cost if

they coula eatabligh

centree of disorganization
in Irelend. Even if they 414 no : e th 1ake transport of
Tood difficult, British easentlal supnlies would be more
surely affeocted now than even during the last war.
the Britigh might be exposed
uncovered Western TTanw,

Furthermore,
to attaocks on their practically
SSpestalay of the industrial ares of
SHS Morth., The main 4iffioulty aboume

e y o

Setakltangy, Darmanent
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leserves On
Frontier
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Reserves On

Frontier

ERNE, Sunday.
ND  seemed in
hger to-night than
time since war
1 German reserve
d in to the Black
) Associated Press.
ntrations in the
ire now estimated
(400,000 men).
00 Swiss troops
n the Winkelried
he Alpine passes
+ Another 100,000
it have their rifles
P.

y—To-day’s German
ymmunique states:—
battle in the Somme
the German infantry
sions, in close colla-
air force, have de-
“wces and com-




German Reserves On

Swiss Frontier
BERNE, Sunday.
s‘\\ ITZERLAND seemed in
" greater danger to-night than
at any other time since war
began, as fresh German reserve
divisions moved in to the Black
Forest, says the Associated Press.
German concentrations in the
Black Forest are now estimated
at 20 divisions (400,000 men).
About 400,000 Swiss troops
stood ready on the Winkelried
line and in the Alpine passes
leading to Italy. Another 100,000
are on leave, but have their rifles
with them,—A.P.

ERLIN, Sunday.—To-da German
Command communique states:

1_four-day battle in the Somme

listrict, the German i fantry

10 , 1o cl colla-

air force, have de-
“w.ces and com-
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For while the tired v > 11y breaking

n,

roug and inlets making
nt flooding in, the LS

iows only,
When dayl C 3, comes in the light.
In front 3 8 slow - how slowly




it is the Bat
thoughts of
wring vichory?
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It was therefore with indescgribable reli

gndous decision lately taken byp”the President peor

d States.| The American flegf and flying-boats have be
trol the wide waters of the€ Western Hemisphere and w”rn p
ing of all nations outside the c‘nbat zone of the

bg U-boats or raiding ofuisers b g to the

s. We British will therefore be %o c*"cuntr (

g forces far more wpon routes ncarer home and take a far heavier
f the U-boats there. I feclt for some time that b‘mvthlng llke
.8 bound to happen. The President and Congress of

having newly fortified themselv by talking with th
lemnly pledged their aid to Britain in this war bbcau

P cause just, and because th

ty would be endangered i Vv & Ea

38 heavily. They heaxz

large part of th
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press its approval and the League could accept.In any event,when T raised

this possibility with Grady and asked if he thought I should see Rieffler
he was keenly for it.

Again good-fortune smiled,for Rieffler was in town for the first time
in three weeks,We dined and spent the evening together and I found him mo
enthusiastie.For the past year,he told me ,he hed been groping around for
a way to help the economic and financial work and prevent its dispersal
or erippling in the present erisis. He had talked with the Foun@ution Deo:
ple and found & ready support there,but this idea appealed to him as the
best possible answer,if it were possible on_the other side.He agreed mos%

| warmly with the Princeton end,as he naturally would,and urged me to come

down there at once to see the facilities,as I shall in a couple of days.
He thought we could get a dou le invitation,from the University and his
Institute,and felt sure the Foundation woul& do anything necessary on thi
meteriel side. He thought it would be & crime if such a magnificent staff
as you had built up with such labor were dispersed and he would certainly
go thé limit to assure that it were not.Inoidentally,he,too,while fully
appreciating the reasons,regretted that his committee hed not come togeth=-
er this Spring.

It was on the basis of these interviews that T cabled you as I gid.
I had no knowledge ,naturally,as to how the situation stood on your side,
sinee my departure and the ineredible events which pave followed,but I had
the feeling that,if you continued to be interested in the idea gf coming
to this side,everything was very well in place for it.I am cgnv1nced that
you would get the warmest welcome and most complete cooperation from gov-
ernment,university institute,and founda tion,.The maptgr_of invitetioh could
be arranged,as outiined;the passport and other facilities could,I Jjudge
from Grady and even Thompson,be facilitated;the physical facilities at
Princeton would be both good and central;the expenditure side could un-
doubtedly be facilitated by our other friends.In other words,the door seem
to me to be open on the best of terms,if it be deemed wise to enter it...

By facilities and other good results,I had in mind that,with communi-
cation as difficult as it is in Europe,there is an immense amount of mater-
jal coming in here from all sides,both offieial and private,which I feel
sure could be made available.l am inclined to think you would get as least
as much data on Europe and infinitely more on extra-Europe than at present.
The eontacts which could be established here would be invaluable.

So also the other and larger results,It is my belief that,if this coun
try gave ayylum now in this moment of emergency,it would be integrated for
ever,0ur people are sentimental,as you ¥now;the fact of coming to aid now

would ereate a bond whieh would be permanent.The country would,in a sense,
become identified with,and a part of,this work;you would have it for goal
if this rather dramatic step were taken.I need not stress,of eourse,that,
however the war ecomes out,the extra-European end will have an importance it
has never had before.To my mind,our future is more intercontinental than
European.
Nor need we fear the SLIGHTEST critieism or opposition.The time for
that is long past.I am emazed at the change in opinion here;things that one
would be hung for saying a month ago are now common~place.God knows where
we will be a month hence,and,while this letter does not pretend to cover
the general situation,I enclose a couple of things which are symptomatic.
I wish we could have a talk;there is a lot here for encouragement if there
is only time....I need not say that my thoughts are econstantly with you all
on the other side end that I am going what little I ean to be of help.

With all best wishes
June 4,1940




Dear Alec:

I am doing this to get tonight's Clipper,as your cable requested,and on
my own machine to avoid curious...and expensive...strange stenographers.

About the ohly bit of good-fortune which I seem to know of in these grim
days has been that which permitted me within my first 72 hours here to make
all the prineipal contacts I desired to make in connection with the questio:

| you put to me at your house just before I left.

Happily enough,the boat got in in the early morning so that I had time
to disentangle myself from Customs and get up to Rockefeller Center for 1uno&
with Raymond Fosdick, I found him most cordial and friendly,and,while in
the wncertain circumstances,I did not press the matter between us,I am sure
his view is unchanged.That feeling was strengthened at lumeh the next dag
with young John Rockefeller and today in a telephone conversation with Will-
etts,whom I am seeing tomorrow,

That same evening,by coincidence,there was a meeting of the National
Board of the L of N Association,mm to which I was invited as usual, A full
report was made,inter alia,on Dr Wodlley's Committee on the technical and
non-politiecal work which is apparently developing most happily.The Warm and
cordial letter of the President had become definitive and a couple of days
later was released to the press and given good display,as you will see from
the enclosed.Miss Woolley arrives here tomorrow;we can use her committee
in any way that seems desirable.

Though May 30 was a holiday,I again had the good lueck,in going down to
Washington,to dateh Herbert Feis for lunch,and Thompson,whom you remember,
and who is now in charge of such matters,for dinner. I did not proceed in
detail with either,for the moment,but felt around suffieiently to be sure
that the situation is favorable and that any help we wish will be available,

The following day I caught Grady for lunch,in between two trips around
the country., To him,I told the whole story and was gratified indeed at his
instantaneous and warm response.He offered to do anything he eould to help
and thought the transfer would be a very auspieious one,if it were decided
to make it.,He rather surprised me by expressing regret %hat the Committee
had not met this Spring,as planned,though of ecourse he understood the reas-

onsj;he said he would have liked to have gone over and thought the President
would have wanted him %o,

As T had thought the question out on the steamer oominf over,it had ta-
t

ken quite a bit more definite form than when we discussed in Geneva.First
it seemed to me that,if such a transfer were made,it ought not to be to Wash
ington,for obvious pélitical reasons,and it better not be to New York,where
the work,though facilitated in some ways,would be overshadowed and lost.
Briwex I then groped around in my own mind for a cultural or university cen-
ter,and the thought of Princeton came to me.This,as you know,is the seat
both of a University and the Advanced Institute of which Rigffler is a mem-
ber and is about one hour from New York and three from Washington.It thus
has advanced work going on there,is centrally located amongst friends,is al-
so the seat of a Rockefeller Institute branch,and by coincidence,the Uni-
versity of Woodrow Wilson.

If something of this sort were desired,it would,as I explained to Gra-
dy,have another advantage in that it would turn the embarassing question of
an initiatige or an invitation. I imagine the League might not like to ask
for an iiwmitation to non-Member territory;in the same way,it might be diffi-
cult for a non-Member government to Volunteer such an invitation in the blunl
If,howeger,a great university set the ball rolling,the government could ex-







June 12th, 1940.

My dear Arthur,

Your letter of the Uth hes arrived this
moment. I had the n a few days ago of writing
to you and now take r letter as a spur.

our oyi friend Frank, has g
Saturday morning the 25th of May at 7..45 :
on me while I was having my coffeee in
that he had decided to go and at once.

been discussed a fortnight before that, by ! and Avenol
and Avenol had written an agreed ]“‘ﬂ* fJ Halifax saying
that Frank was needed here. When he came to see me 1% was
clear the matter had gone beyond dlscussion, but I felt it
sufficlently to say I had spent the early part of my life
working for what then seemed a lost cause and perhaps I
was fated to spend my later years following another, but,
for the present at any rate, I was convinced my place lay
here and I would stay while that conviction remained, if
our 0ld Man did not make 1t impossible. Three days later
Frank had left i his furniture had heen removed to the
League. The fan had already gone a fortn

tc Hendaye

T
were the 14th to the 18th o lay when suddenly

felt under 4 m ate threat of invae

sion v terally from moment to moment during
the ﬂi(th of the 15% nfw 16th. You oa guess there was
furor and rapid measures taken all over Swiltzerland ind in
these we ﬂid our part. Unf ovulvl*A‘v.qq you may remer

it had not been "llﬂvnd that preliminary arrangementeg
should be made while there was a certsin ount of tran-
quility. The rhﬂuit wag that a plan had to be drawn up
within literally a few hours. I had no time to feel any
personal coneern but I shall never forget that week. If

you remind me some time, I shall give you a few thumb-nail
sketches.

g0 back to Frank, he reached Bordesux pro ably
280 to try to get a ship for England leaving the
mily at 'ndaye, but I have no news since: he hopes to
work in the F.0., but a letter written from the F.O.
several days after his departure from Geneva to
sald that they belleved his place for the time being was
here. Avenol is of course wild about it and hardly pre-
pared to make sufficient allowance for the emotional call
ifep» work at home. You will probably have = letter from

Frank as soon as this reaches you, telling you what he
thought.

Avenol

Esy

thur SWEETSER,
A Weet HOth SBtreet

LM gu.s.y..)




Your second ’elegram to Loveday came while he
was abgent in Vichy witere he had gone to bring his family
back to Geneve. It went f£rom his Department to Avenol
and the reply(which I saw)was approved by Avenol. I
thought 1t well to send you a personal g0 slow telegram.

Very much more than ever before I am
to forecast policy here and in some rgaspects I
confide 1t has changed with extreme rapldity. As one
sees oplnion at the moment, division of the Seoretariat
15 regarded as impossible end perhaps more particularly
the transfer of any elements over the Ocean. We stand
by here in Geneva until i1t becomes imposible; we may
desire for urgent practlical reasons to let an element
£ the Treasury and the Personnel side establish theu-
gelves in Vichy; but Viechy has rapidly declined in value;
he center of France is being thronged with millions of
cfugees; the entry of Italy will lead %o evacuations on
he South Coast; if we ga to Vichy in emergency, I have
horrible vision of us goin s another bunch of refugees.
Policy may change with eventa, but you will guess that
galvage becomes more and more aifficult. My own mind seems
to be qecpncilin: 1tgself to what is at any rate a possibl-
1ity: desgaiuvésion with dignity. The dignity might be
glightly upset by a final scuttle! There are of course
other alternatives and you must not take me too
and please do not show this to anyone. There
example, be pressure on Switzerland; our really gallant
hoets have been promised that they will not aded
if they do not directly or indirectly help
enpatbes I doubt very much 1f he considers
present time as of sufficlent importance to
ghelle, although it 1s true that last
and three, some unknown aeroplanes did drop 1
a few bombs on Champel and Carougs.

At any rate, although I cannot offer you
oclear =nd permanent plecture of th2 future beyond a day
or two {my sense of humour), I am sure I was right in
asking you to slow down 0§y your investigation into
possibilities on your gide; Alec Loveday hus Just tele-
phoned to me and I am sure he comes with your letter to
discuss 1t andI-emsure slao-e-will--agree-with-me.




June 13th

course completely inadequate; 1t 1ls almost “DO“iblﬂ

to inform you of events, to saey noth of emotlons; we
are all suffering under the pressure ol war developments
in spite of the faot that temporarily in Switzerland there
1g a 1lull. I try to keep people from reaching to the wire-
leas every half hour and from talking too much about
affqirs 1 feel that 1f we let one's imagination dwell on
at ie going on, one would simply become a wreck and that
we need to kaen a grip on curqe’xe not &nly for what
remains of our work and responsibllities, but also to be
able to face our own share of trou: . There 1s a tendency,
probably inevitable, for even the best round talking
and speculating and it 1s amazing how igkly emotion
arises in a spiral form until all are sw ring buslly
round at the peak of tension or else in a . of depression
This 18 a Hit extreme perhaps; there is plenty of level
headed gself-control nd our hearts$ are all with the men
who are really carrying the burden of the day. It ds
1iterally impossible for me to envisage a Europe dominated
by the nazis and I qulte £irmly and sincerely belleve it
will never come. It looks however as though your people
may have to decide which they :#nt to see and the signs

are hopeful and encouraging. ¥

I have looked over this note and fou it of

The plan drswn up for th sgrrtariat in such
h ywas I ¢ 4 arkably good circumstances.
applicaticn was somewhat diffe 3

+

nvisaged; vou will probably have rec
first circular conteining ite
was 3~mn]1czt=d by another el"“eﬂt
interest of those Members of the

substantial treasury settlement ther.
Another complication has been on the ey side. Reduc-

tions have since been made for vwrious reasons to reduce
the responsibility which, in splte of all disclaimers,
exlat as to evacuation. Elaborate plans have been drawn
up for that, but I am very doubtful 1f they will work.
The Labour Office has been in an ldentlcsl position.

to Parls and

Winant ; back lagt night from a visit
brought, but I doubt
to do what he thinks best.

a

London end I don't know what he has
if 1t 1s more than encouragement

With regard to the League
1ittle divergency in Britisgh
telegraphed (

probably some
“o"ﬁy Halifax
probably inspired) symp and encourag-
ing Avenol in endeavouring to ket 7 ~s“ Secretariat;
but in France they look for not!
naolees In fact the matter is that
can spare a thought for us. Ten
Committee, I put up s new scheme rking Secretariat
et Geneva based on possible actlv ] d what remained
of the stAFF AFTER A CONSIDERABLE N i OF UNCONTROLLED
resignations. It seemed to Avenol and Jacklin to be much
too expenslve and a meeting of the Supervisory Committee
was oadlled for the 17th of June; ether this can take
place is problematical. I heard by the way that Hambro¥
a8 reached London and that Coll)n has escapped from

o

nd F
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Paris a d'w or two rrfo It would be
1 if we could ghare respor ".“iu_ms
that we o

gh "xe has now 1ajd down
. grizzly seripturf
will not

me of
£lux and

Holland and was in
helpful to Avono
in that way, but althoug
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iﬁlth H‘Europe conglsting of allied or conquered
States, or S8tates without real liberty, could Germany and
make of the League of Nations 2 political, economlc
and quasi-moral weapon?
1e there would be

govern eslther directly, or through subject Governments,

purely militery lines; but there would however be a

amnount of pelitical indigestion for which
be to glve a gemblance of order,
to certaln representat s of the peoples.
addltional force 1f a continental anti-blockade
developed and strcng economic measures had to be
oet palatable form, with an air of justice,

even of freedom. In such circumstances

oropaganda throughout the world would have 2 lever of obvious
value; and Herr Hitler has ralsed already some speculation in
talking of "a new order in Europe". This may be no more than

A phrase, but there may bLe a definite and long—-view plan

behind 1it.

of course, a

could b ] whia? i
0uld be ecalled whi vonld produce a

1mount of the game economie results, but 1f the legal
"k of the League could h i ! setting

2

Terent alr.

would

vestlige of
stlge of 1ing

*onstitutionally

g8et in motion

League Govern a Conference of
1ferenc

of the League. etlng could of

invite any non-member 3tat

d 11EerALLnr~f]

ons

Europe to participate

Such actl n e L )8 garrie othin
10Tn
] the 3eoretari

If the Becret ry

~General were not avallable,

use could of course be made of the League bulldings
e 8,

empty shell and poor camouflage.




invitation,

eral fully

rted unoffic

vioces only ter

reneral's authority

to the Dirsector of




The 3 ta eneral said he did not think

right to

for which one con

in view of

os8sible

i ry-Gener

for fresh




: |
o v L
s VO V. ‘;‘\,( 2N A

RECORD OF CONVERSATION WITH MR. TITTMAN

At the Secretary-General's request, Mr. Tittman paid him a

visit at 12 o'clock on June 27th. Hr. Aghnides was present at ti
interview,

tne Pi%.S§0Fekary General at onge informed him oe tpe wipit of
had made in regard to the invitation of the Princeton University.
The United Kingdom Government were thus taking an initiative in
urging that the Secretary-General should iccept that invitation.

The Secretary-General explained at length what had taken plac

in the interview between the British Minister and him elf (see
relevant record of conversation).

After an exchange of views, Mr. Tittman said ~ if he rightly
understood the Secretary-General, he,Nr. Tittman, would have to
inform his Government of the British proposal, and report to the
Secretary-General the views of the State Department thereon.

He further understood that the Secretary-General did not really
expect an lInvitation from the U.S. Government. All that was
needed, and that would be a minimum, said Nr. Tittman, was that
the U.5., Government should authoris e the functioning of the ser-
vices in Princeton » with the recognition of the international
Status of our officials.

On a question put to him by Mr. Tittman, the Secretary-General

reassured him that it was not so much the question of diplomatic
privileges as of the maintenance for these officials of their
international status which alone enabled them to communicate with
States officially.

The Secretary-General also informed Mr. Tittman of the tele-

gram he had received from MNr. Hembro, who was on his way to the
United States, where he would no doubt join his efforts to those
of Nr. Arthur Sweetser!

Mr, Tittmen promised to inform the Secretary-General as soon
&5 he had received a reply from the State Department.

The Secretary-General said th t in the event of the reply

being a positive one, he would, of course, have to consult Member
States before glving effect to any scheme of transfer,

GENEVA, June 28th, 1940,
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Last week Avenol approached two persons
inquiring if they were in touch with Dr. Krauel.

This week he is sending a mission to try
to get in touch with Laval.

The present plan (8th July) 1s to use the
League machinery for a new European League. Says he
is not quite sure if Hitler will want 1t but belleves
Mussolinl will as a counter-balance to German military
power. Assumes early defeat of Britaln and expulsion
from European affairs. United States gets share of
his splenetic hatred of Britain. Retaining virtually
no non-European on staff.

This policy may be affected by reception his
agent gets at Vichy. Should it not be favourable (he
will probably propose as beginning Secretariat worklng
for stricken France) belleve he will again rapidly
reduce staff and liquidate, probably remaining in office
himself.

One thing he will not do, that 1s to remain
loyal to international trust placed in his hands.

‘ ASEe]ﬂ b 2 he.woulr‘l as emergency prepare budget
for 1941 sald he would not and also refused suggestion
to communicate by telegraph with Chairman Supervisory
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WARDMAN PARK HOTEL
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July 15, 1940

Mr. Sean Lester
League of Nations
Geneva, Switzerland

Dear Sean:

I have read with the utmost avidity and interest your notes of the
wclf‘th, thirteenth and nineteenth, which all came together and whioch
8o strikingly illustrated the days and hours you have been living
throughs I need not tell you, I am sure, that my heart is very much
with you all the time and that my thoughts are constantly going back
to Genevae

It is terribly hard, of course, to picture all this at a distence
but between what we get from the press, what you wrote in your letter
and what my own not inactive imagination can picture, it is possible
to get a somewhat general idea. You can imagine ¥Me® how grateful I am
for the fullness of your letter.




The situation here is really extraordinary., The War, which only a
little time ago seemed "phoney", has now become to the ordinary American
grim and desperate and personaly Events have had a trip-hammer action
oue\éfter the other, Norway and Denmark being utterly startling, Holland
and Belgium being perhaps the sharpest moral shock, the collapse of
France the most unbelievable event, but the danger to the British Fleet
being far and away the most personal to us.

I would not have dreamed, & few months ago, that isolationism would
vanish as it has. Our people are no less anxious, indeed in some ways
they are more anxious,to keep out of war than they used to be, but they
have suddenly gotten the feeling that perhaps the choice does not rest
with them any more than it did with the Danes, the Norwegians, the Dutch
etc. Now at long last they appreciate the value to them of the British
Fleet and the fact that we have grown up to an easy life behind its
shelters You can hardly imagine the armament&¥&# efforts that are
being mede here. The present appropriations have reached the utterly
astronomical figure of ten billion dollarse. This would give us a two-
ocean Navy for the first time in our history, w®& equipment for two
million men,and a force of thirty-six thousand airplenes. At the same-
time we are very seriously debating conscription and are considering all
sorts of measures for our protection in this hemisphere and for the
mobilization of friends.




-

It is unfortunate that this situetion, which is infinitely the most
vital before the country, hes been cut across by a presidential election,
Despite all the ballyhoo,however, the underlying forceswill remain the
same whoever is elected, though the surface will naturally be considergl
confuseds Willkie will make an excellent and dignified candidate o
gond Boreign Policy; even today as the Democratic Convention opens no one
knows what will happen there.

As for myself, I have been constantly busy, as you can imagine. I
have seen all sorts and kinds of people in Washington, New York and Boston,
made & few speeches,end written a few articles. Last week I was invited to
Chicago for the annual meeting of the Harris Institute where I was given
the rather heavy job of making the closing speech to a final plenary session
comprising over one hundred professors of International Relations from all
over the country. The next day, which was a Sunday, I had to give up to
attempting to edify the Board of Directors of Rotary International, who
were holding a special sessiongto attempt to work out a policy for their
organizations all over the world.

Last week, after several days here and a day in New Vork, I was Just
off for a ten days vacation with the family before accepting an invitation
to go across the country, when I had & telephone call from Mr., Hambro who
had just arrived in New York from London. It seems that he had hed a great
deal of discussions over there with Halifax and Butler, Bruce and the other
Dominion people, the Dutch and others regarding the 58ibility of all or
part of the League coming over here., He ms\w&een on the subject,
thinking that it would be the best way of preserving both the actual work
of the League and the contributiomsof a number of its members. He saw no
objection to having only part of the work come here,though he desired as
much as possible, At the same time, the actual place seemed to him wholly
immaterial in the face of the principlef.

He was planning to go to Washington straight away to look into the
matter and made it quite clear that he would like to have me go along with
him, I was just leaving, as I have said,for a short vacation before &
hard trip, but felt I had no choice in view of his wishes. Consequently,
I have hed & day and a half with the family, who incidentally ere all
et the seashore except for Adeleide,who is still in Californies, and came
down here last night to meet Hambro within the next hour or so.

Our Princeton friends, despite the first refusal,have still not given
up hope that, now that the situation is even worse, it may still be possible
to work something out. Quite by accident last week I ran into Riefler in
Grady's office, learning from him of the second cable that they had decided
to send lest weeke I also ceme down on the train laest night with Riefler.

The situation here will develop a great deal,I imagine,with Hambro
feeling as he does. At the same time,however, it is fair to say that it
is not as good as it was at the out™set, in view of all the deley, the
first refusal, and the general wide disintegration abroad. Also there is
8 little complication in connection with the I. L. O, for, while I would
have thought at first sight that the I, L. 0., would be in a better posi=-
tion with because of American membership end the presence of both Winant
and Goodrich, it seems that those facts confuse it just & bit in the sense




that if the League ceme it,would come frankly as a foreign agency on its
own without Americen > WHereas the I, L. O. would be an agency for
wh our Government would have & responsibility not only in giving an
asylum but also as the most active official member, All of this however,
mey be out-dated by the time you get this letters Still, knowing all the

ous angles involved, I thought you would be interested to have these
deteilse

I was very interested elso, as you can imagine, in what you said
about Franke I had a long letter from his as well, from London and under=
stand his situation fully. It is too bad that he had to go at this time
but T think it was ineviteble, I have just sent him a cable saying we
would be very heppy to take his two girls in case he wants to send them
overe.

You will be interested to know also that I bumped into Rh"clmmn in
the State Department last week and found him very busy with Polish refugees.
I also had a letter from Voukitchevitch who is in New York, a telephone
call from Rasminski,and meetings with loads of other old friends from
Geneve., Never I think have there been more different angles here than
Nowe

Do please write again as fully as possibles You cannot imagine how
good it is to get news, even if it is negative news. There seemed to be
all sorts of little points of contact,yet at the same timeg an enormous

barrier.
With agein my thanks, constant thoughts and all best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,




July 15, 1940

Mres Elliott Pelkin
League of Nations
Genevo, Switzerland

Dear Elliott:

This i8 just & line, without bYeing sure 1% will peach you to tell
youy; in the midst of far graver events, that there is, despite all,
considerable solicitude in Washington regarding the future of the Anti
Drug Vori,

The other day T happened by aooident to be lunching at the same
place with Fuller, who took the ocoasion %o ask me to drop in to see
hin ¢the next day. I found hinm very anxious to lotow what was happening
at Geneva, how moch staff m being retained and what the possibilities
were of oontimuing ¥he p ent arrangements. Almost nothing has come
to this country b«v ond the most press statements that all
resignntions had been requested a: hat probably everything wes olos=
ing ups FEven the Consulate, it seems, has gent on very little but a
query hag been direoted to them on this partioular matter,

Fuller hopes, of course, that the work can go on ms it is but at
the same time if it cannot the question will maturally arise as to
what should Bé done. I cannot see any desire here to rake any. move
at this time, rather the contrary indeed, but obwiously the fubure
hai e0" B Toreseen, If worse comes to worat thero has been gome thmaght
of calling a conference of sigmatory states to eatablish a special ad-
minietration perhape somowhat on the lines of the 0ffloe Internntional
d'fygine Publique at Paris.

This contingensy is far, as yet, from having arigeny nevertheless
I think I ought to tell you of the preodcupation here so that you oan
let us have any possible information, particularly as regards staff
and plans. FPuller pointed out to me a considerable collection of data
thet he had ready %o send ¢o Genova but had held up on account of the
prosent uncertainty, Similarly, the day after I saw him he had lunch
with Anslinger and May, obviously to discuss this genmeral situation,
You probably also kmow the Pripceton Institution in inviting the League's
Teohnical Agencies to come ¢o this country, especially inoluded the
opium work amonget them,




for other and more vital matters, you oo ipine; without my
) how very full my heart is at et me only
read every lino from Genews 7
h our umOtiOﬂS stlll vor) 1u1 1v 4 ‘,cnerml situation in
! 5 looks from
itely startli ing
is attcrl‘;r amazing %o t:u.u.: however, now ':m
shaken into reality; that we are voting ten billion dollars for a two
ocean avv end Army equipment for two million men and thirty=six
and airplanes and are also seriously considering conseripti

no a8 soon and as fully as possible.

¢ wishes, I am

Yours very truly,
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Rugggggd German Consul let it be known
Geneva hotel-keepers should not disperse
their organization as likely needed near
future and rumoured he sald League technical
services would be required new Europe.

-

Dot cvedf U |

Situation inside Secretariat 1s probably
approaching a erisis. Avenol proceeding with
his plans: to eliminate undesired elements
preparatory to playing role in new European
scheme.
At present in Secretariat are 65 interna-
tional officlals and about 35 Swise; those
threatened wi‘h dismissal include some of the
best officlals, including two Jews from Opium
and Epidemiologilcsl services, both vital men.
At meeting Avenol based new steps on Swlas
interests, but sald no Swiss démarche. Secre-
tarlat must become less imposing; would congre-
gate technical workers (about 40) in Library,
rem&inder of present list to be sent home on
pald holidays including two Members Hlgh Directlion.
He would ask one man to take certain delegated
powers from him to control Library group; this
man would not be acting Seoretary-General, but
new function created for him. Later learned
Avenol planned Lester and Skylstad should leave
amongst others and Aghnides asked to taske charge
Aghnides refuses. Practically all principal
officers, including Lester, Aghnides, Skylstad,
Loveday, Renborg, opposing plans destroy League
Secretariat. 4 g
Secretm} eneral plans. Lester proPoses refuse
off‘ermned holidays. Avenol threatening put

Splan-into force by order, which will lead to open
probably public resistance. Officials isolated:
here would appreciate inform Hambro others
interested. Prepared maintaln resistance until
transfer or honourable ending.
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Since that ti
of League Nations; but situation has constantly deteriorated.
Nevertheless, there still seemed to

with view to future,

¢

be some hope in

on as wide bagis

to establi

attenpting
ossible great economic, social and humani-

p ﬁ ollaboration as POS
an work, started an jeveloped by League, which was not

contemplated 1in

necessarily bound

Covenant OI 1919,

On ny proposal, ar
cormittee for Econoriic
Its constitution,

enable this body, whilst leavi
establish collabor

a ation between states liembers
stions of concern to all alike,

jnitiative, Tre-
es on ques

and non-Member States
of Covenant

and place this collaboration

Important Sstates, altl e Members, had

of 1919. rta
ratified scheme

already shown their intere

tirety war had brok

in en
gince then has been ny P ul duty reduce ster by step
éx%enses of League Nations to cons antly declining level
suitable to its financial resources. When Assembly laid down
be followed to this end, I was piven special powers

1l was ¢

rules to



e e @

It has been my constant care keep finances

to carry them out.
of Leegue in such condition thst risk complete Thur
interruption should never deprive States Members of their

freedom of decision.

As it has been imposgible for a majority of its members
to meet, I have not had benefit support of Supervisory
Commission, which would have been the :or€Avaluablo to mezs
difficulties increased

Commission will be summoned meet August. .

I have felt deeply departure many loyal fellow-workers. 3 Gl - =
I have made it a rule maintain, notebly in technical Sections, a r vf
an experienced -staff which can keep alive tradition of competence :
and devotion of Secrdtariat.

Since Assembly, Council and Committees cannot meet at
present time, constitutional powers of Secretary-General are : ] ] 15 e
in fact in suspense. ,.t,‘ﬂ : E ,

Duties which remain - principally administration of small while y ,© i e .43".1 y ‘A-
body of officials and management of finances of League Nations - ‘ M t thal

no longer justify maintenance of political High Direction,

which is no longer consistent with realities of situation. " o irectlon, The OLNCXSEae

Work of technical Sections could well be continued for reat t ,_"f' A e T
present in form of organisation which would be better ted‘ f:. { 3ec S s
to needs of hour whilst effecting substantial economi - 5 baly W ig s

Therefore, while expressing my deep gratitude to all

Members League Nations who have been good enough give me

support of their goodwill and confidence, I ask them relieve me
of task with which they have entrusted me.
I propose notify date on which my resignation would
take effect after coming meeting of Supervisory Commission.
I am anxiously considering appropriate measurcs to
ensure that administration and work of Secretariat shall continue;

I shall meke proposals on this subject in due course.

AVENOL.
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L'Etat Francais
va-t-il quitter
la S.D.N.?

Stockholm, 30 juillet
un journal suédois
Mail s, apprend que M
crétaire gend
missionné su
nistre des Affaires

. M Baud

D.N. a la e de
se rendit & Vich)
compte en banc
N. s'éléve a 5
nes suédois.
parait disposer a lui verser
veaux fond,
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H

‘tr

Fhat I might see a situation
has been our chief problem
's Interest and my ow
but now 1t
yripped
ot yet see my eage and
xs‘whiﬁh held me before are still oper
: have a le
if you

de

Two or three days ago I thoug the unpleasant
phase of the trouble was nearly ended, but We, 1t appears,
are launching out on another attempt. What a nagty mixture
- megalomania, moral and mental disintegration fogether
with the wilgness of an old dog-fox.

Thanks for all your news and give my regards to
Ruth. Would 1t be too much to ask you to write a note to
Elsie when you have been informed of events here? I would
give anything to be at home with them, easpeclally as they
may be having days of trial and I have not been able to
explain. I see the air service from Canada to Ireland has
been restarted. Elsie's address is at present: Ardagh Lod
onnemara.- If you see the Chalrman, tell him I am doing
Yy best. Cleerio!

Bhq.
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RECORD OF CONVIRSATION [t
Leerns)

At the request of Mr. Kelly, British Minister in Berne,

he and Mr. Livingston wsre received by the Secretary-Ceneral in
the morning of June 27th at 11 o'clock Mr., Aghnides ttended
meeting.

Mr. Kelly said that although on the instructicns of his
Government, ! d prepasred & note verbale which, at the end of th
conversation, he would hand to the Secretary-Genera he would
nevertheless like to go over the points orally end ex1lain them,

In the Tirst place
inform the Secretary~General
Livingéton on the question of e invita 1 by the Princeton
University should nsider g 'ficial proposition by

should be accepted,

ortunity of

tation had been tur e‘ﬁt‘%vry %1% Govern-
ment would request the Secretery-Generzl to revoke the refusal.

The Secretary-Ceneral said that the proposal Nr. Kelly

made on behalf of his Government was a new element in the situatior
and he would take note of it.

He then explained how the matter stood. He had already
handed over to Mr. Livingston the entire dossier on this question,
and as appeared from the reply he - the Secretary-General - had
sent to the President of the Princeton University, it could cer=~
tainly not be said that he had refused the invitation. The value
of the work done by the techniczl services was chiefly due to the
fact that their international status enabled them to obtain from
Governments, through the Secretary-General, such data as no
private institution had .do far been able to proecure. Had the
Secretary-General immedliately accepted to send his technical staff
to the U.5.4,, that staff, as from the time they disembarked in
smerica, would be treated as private persons by the U.5. author-
ities. He, a8 Seoretary-General, had no authority therefore to

bring about such a fundamental g¢henge in the status of those inter-
!

of ficials, a change inavitahlw bound tr 3atxe<t from the
- /"’—(
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«~1ir work so much that that
~ eny other unofficial academio publications, produced all

*R{F would be reduced to the

«“the world by other eminent statisticians and experts.

Consequently, with a view to safeguarding the international status

of these officials, the Secretary-General hed sent the reply, of

which a copy had been given to Mr, Livingston.

Evidently, the generous authors of the proposal would have to

sge whether the American authorities would be willing to recognise
the international status of these officials,
Furthermore, constitutionally the transfer of all or part of
the Secretariat could only be contemplated if the initiative were

taken by one or more States. In other words, it was for the
American Government to decide whether it could , if not actually

invite all or part of the Secretariat, at least to authorise suoch
transfer a8 is implied by the invitation of the Princeton University

such authorisation involving the safeguard of the international

status of our officlals.

purport
Mr. Kelly said that he appredliated the impartamse of the point

raised by the Secoretary-General, which no doubt was an important

one, and which he would convey to his Government,

The Secretary-General then said that he had explained the
particulars of this question to Mr.Tittman, the LU.5. observer
acoredited to the League of Natlions, with a request that he inform
the State Department.

Mr.Tittmean had, by the way, conveyed to the Secretary-Ceneral
his personal feelings with regard to the Princeton proposzl, adding
that he did so entirely on his own account and without committing
the State Department. His view was that it was highly improbable
that the United States CGovernment would take any initiative in the
metter. He had also agreed to the point concerning the importance
of safeguarding the international status of our technical experts,
since if t&ﬁiﬁx‘%ﬁn not secured, they would be considered in
America a& private individuals,

Mr.TTttman wee going to see the Secretary-General at 12 o'
clock when he, M, Avenol, would aoquaint him of the proposal made
kr. Kelly on behalf of the U.K. Government.




Ber, waibing, he said he would raise a last question, and
1A \

hg» was the further suppressions whioh were contemplated in the
svalf of the égbreturiat. His Government were most anxious that

the services of the Secretariat should, as fa s possible, be

nteined even if in a reduced form, and that n general, the
about the more
heavy reductions taking pla He asked the Secretury-General
how many persons

The Secretury-General said about one hundred If one cdds to

figure those whose transfer to the I.L is snvisaged, that
would leave him with a very reduced staff to attend to the remaining

non=technical aetivities which were still golng

e L1y referred to the British staff still on the Secre=

‘-\
tariat, steting that he was much concerned &8s to Lhsir fale.

Seoretary~Cencral Sald thut he did not think it impossible

for them to regain their country since in s few days ocertain weans

of communlcation would be available.

1y said that if the British staff lost their inter-
national status before thelr safe departure becomes possible, it
would be impossible for them to avoid hardship as the only pro-
teotion, i.e., the status of imternationel officiels and the
ipmunities resulting thersfrom, would disappear, and they would
thus ran all sorts of risks,

The Secretery-General said that the Swiss authorlties and he
himself would, of course, do all in their power to help in the
glreunstances, and in view of the particular position in which the
British were placed, the best thing would be for them to be in their
own country as soon a8 possible, sapeclally a3 they seemed to be in

a state of marked alarm,

Er. Ee wondered whether the British were more scared then
any others.
Mr. Livingston said that he knew that Mr. Loveday had been

feeling "unsacy" for some time past,

Towards the end of the conversation, Mr, Kelly asked the
Secretary=General if, in case of a transfer of the technical
vorvices to Primeeton, the lLeapue's budget would contribute,
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I have been thinking over the problem of
the Supervisory Committee: 1t is all important
and I agree with you that we should get a meeting
at the very earliest moment. In his report and
his proposed plansg Avenol i3 I am afraid cooking
a lot of trouble for us, quite apart from the vital
question of the funds.

Now that Héﬁ;xcannot come here and we sre still

without the nomination of Kelly and Costa du Rels
being confirmed, I ghould very much like you to give
thought again to the question of a Lisbon meeting.
First of all if you and I were in agreement with 1t
I think we could get the majority of the Members to
agree. Avenol says he will not go; there is less

reascn for his refugal than for that of angbody else;

I fear he wants to avoid a meeting whioh would have

& strong character, I 8m not sure 1f the Committee

prepared to hold the meeting
* even 1f he persisted in declining to attend. Would

1t really bve an irregular meeting Af the President
and Members in the peculicr oirecu

P uns tances insigted
on it being held at & roint whers they could attend?
e Hague and Parig on
nal convenlence). . If the
ich ciroumstqnoes, Avenol
would perhaps refuge to submit hig report to them
but 1t would be qualified to deal with the first and

urgent thing: the approval of finanel

al arrangements
for hig depa;ture;and with the President of the

Members would rot be

(meetings have been held at th
the grounds of mere,perego

meeting were helf in 81

qualified as any other Body fix the date definitively.
The question which®you have ralsed about our

absence from Geneva 1s important, but for me more

M the Lrounds of what he could do in our absgenocs.

e wouid be away at least a fortnight, even with a

gpeclal aeroplane from Barcelona to Lisbon; if there

were any danger of being cut off, it would be agkward,

but as I am more and more inclined to think we shall

have to face the problem of transfer, provided we get

the time, your presence outside rather than inside

might even be an advantage provided the possibility

I myself would

were foreseen before you left Geneva.
have to make the most atreneous efforts in any ocir-
cunstances to get back.

I have been typing this out on my own
machine this morning to throw up a few points which
I should like you %o think sbout. I know I am very
far from completing the ploture and there 1s much to

y gald on both sides, hbut I am very more and more
anxlous on the question of getting a reasonably good
meeting very soon. I am in one of my 1mpat;3§ﬁ1??ment
and resenting having to sit still while M., Renard“is
go busy. He may produce something or take some
action quite beyond my power of toleration, although
I am convinced we must do our very best to prevent
an open scandal. I am 2lso worried because Hambro 1is
not properly informed and our telegrams may not have
helped him very much.

August 9
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August 13th, 1940.

My d ear Hambro,

I got your telegram and I quite underatand
the position you have taken. I had been outside all the
previous communications with you but had reason to think
that the second proposal regarding the Bolivian might be
helpful. It is quite impossible I know for any one who
has not been here to form any idea of what we have been
through and indeed the situation has changed once or twice
a week so that even if, as I hope, you will soon be meeting
one or two people fresh from Geneva, there may have been
substantial changes in the situation between their departur
and the time you see them.
dowe  dewdht
At the moment there seems to be Mtt¥e_Iikslihoo
of—eny-kind of meeting being held on the 20th. H. cannot
or will not come and 1t is doubtful 1f B. will be reslly
avallsble, although the date was I believe fixed to sult
him. That leaves P. the only member available and I had
tpought that a situation might have been reached where some
kind of a meeting would enable A. to make his bowfand get
through formalities of laying his reported plans before
some authority. Otherwise he had said he would continue X\
gaiil he could do go; this et the moment seéms & Bt doubtf:
but you must take my word for it we are completely hafw-
strung until that question is cleared up.

That brings me to my own position. For nearly
two months I needed no outdde guldance as to what I had

to do, but I had hoped that i1f the particulaxr problem of
| MeurpAing and misusing rights could be cleoared Up,; @ eitue

tion would arise in which I would be released. Your tele-
gram to the old man made me wonder if I had been merely
suffering from a nightmare, esgpeclally as I had endeavoured
to arrange that the Scot living not far from you would be
able to keep you informed. I did not like to endeavour to
get into direct touch with you. If we can have some kind
of a meeting, which I belleve is essential, where you can
attend, we may be able to discuss what is possible for the
future. The history of the past two or three months here
would read like a bad melodrama, but I have tried so far

as I had a duty to reduce it to certain very simple concept:
It has all been extremely unpleasant and tragic too, gnd I
cannot yet count upon the end of the unpleasantness; %hen
there will still remain all the other difficulties. You
will understand that I cannot be at all expliclt.

The general lines of your policy so far as I
have heard them, seem to me to be completely sound, but as

Ak ew

ad the faintest idsa of
that policy would be

no one has up to the present h
applying them, the carryling out of
slow, if circumstances gt11ll make it possible

suggest;

I cannot myself go to see you as you
mean

with travelling conditions as they are, 1t woul:
an absence of several w and at this moment 1 &am
freid 1t 1e out of the question, but I would gilve a lot

to be able to spend,sn evening with you and 1% ig essentla.

that eomething like -8hould be arranged before very long.




Dear Alec,

I have just received a telegran which read
something like the following:

"Arrived dloody dut unbowell except Rosadoros
Polaks tomorrow."

I think I was clever in interpreting this "bloody but
unbowed" and that Rosadoros ig Portuguese for Rosenborg

I certainly had a bad two hours the morning
I heard of the accident; we were organizing a relief
expedltion when better news came. We are still in a
period of walting, but the Sup Committee is becoming
very uncertain as the northener does not like coopting.
The Finn cannot or will not come and it geems to me
doubtful if the French can or will. I cannot yet foreses
the consequences of this on the proposals of the EOth;fﬁ
Some doubts are beginning to be folt about the Latinf?hh
position in this whole affalr. By the way P has been
appolnted Counsellor to the Embassy at Vichy with the
rank of Minister Plenlpotentinry; he is very nearly the
last of the P.D.s and the change of post may possibly
have repercussions on which you cou;?\speculate.

7

AL \

The 0ld man says he will finigh Eés promiseq
but I am far from easy about the whole sltuation. I
have no news myself from Mr. Graby. Phelan left on
Sunday and should be with you' before the end of this

week; will you ask him for a few extra names I gave him

I do wish the northerner Houlgd have the
of a talk with somebody who has been here. He hag
that I could g0 to see him, but I asks you?

I hope you will take time to rest in Lisbon
before starting off and if not perhaps you will have
arranged for letters to follow you.

Give my love to Nathalie ang say that I have
been very anxious about the shock of that accldent on
her and that I do hope the a aht

Kingst regards, Mr. A, LOVEDAY,
i 1 §Ven1da Palace,
= 3RON (Porgugs

LL
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Dear Alec: oty 2, VaRye-

I eannot tell you how glad I was to receive your cable that you ar
actually coming over to this countr{ with your Section;it is grand new
indeed;and we ares all enthusiastically lookfng forward to 1%,

Lots of water has gone over the dam since our talk at dinner Just
before I left,The Pirst steps here worked out with a rapidity,a com-
pleteness,and & cordiality whieh I had not dared hops.Everything that
could be done from here seemed to have been done,though,as you can ima
gine,I would have 1liked a more formal official attitude than proved
vossible in the cirounstances.The sigeerity of the welcome left mo
doubt,howsver,and the form seemed to me less important than the substa

I do not know whether this was quite clear on the other side, Our
eople are perhaps a bit formalistic;thsy fesl that they ean do a grea
eaIJ: privately,but that,with our fomm of govermment,they eould hardly

go to the extent of forma11¥ inviting an o{fioial international agency
based on a Preayy to which the government 1s not 2 party to come Here
without at least consulting Congress,.That would have taken time and
caused compligations at this moment of delicaey both at home and abros
aidd seemed unnecessary in the circumstances.,Feople Telt they could do
all that was negessary without this,and,curiously enough,more easily
for the League thanpifer the I10,because %he League would be a complete-
ly foreign agency simply seeking asylum here while the TIO would in
addition number the US amongst its most actiye members and %hus have a
double relationship..an odd outeome indeed.. 3

Aftor tha rirst guiek start,however,we seeidd 6 becous bogged in

difficulties at the other end which all of us,and particuarly myself,
thoroughly inderstood.This was a big step indeed;it was natural that
it should be taken with great care and with every possible safeguard.
The great regref,of eourse,wss the delay and the inereasing difficulty

it wes Just at Vhis moment,when I had almost glvén up hope,that
Hambro almost fell out of the bius from London,It seems that he had
been vorking on exactly the same lines in London and he agcordingly
entered into the plans with the utmost warmth and ‘energy.He had alread:
sscured widespread approval in Lomdon,as you probably knew,and felt
that, 17 we could worlt this oubt,mueh of the work could be saved for the
day. when the rox:ld will so sadiy need it.He even had asgsurances that 4,
this ‘case,contributions would be eontinued,... : i

I was just gging off at this time for a constantly delayed vaca-
tion Vr:}th ny £ Jybut offered,of gourss,to put myself entirely at
Hambtro's diagos{t_ion.ﬂa wag going to Washington at once end mads it
¢lear he wamted me to be with him if possible.Consequently,T had a Sun-
day with the family end joined him on londey et the Capitel,

We did & predty thopough job inm the time availabls.Our first conte
was at lunuh&alone,vith Henry Grady,who was most gordial and helpful, I
then arrange a long interview with Dunn,Political Adviser of the Secre
tary,who is handling the deteils of this question and who went into it
most fully,to the mutual satisfaction of both.Then a mesting with Thomp
sgz,vhan; you knew in Geneva and who is also timately associated with
A; eiecution of the project.,.and the next d:{ with Stewart Fuller,who
1093 he ogium business, Mr Hull was. Jus®. leaving for Bavsns,as was Ber
ie%but We left messages for both and reesived cordial replies for @
nterfiew on their return,We saw a mumber of outside peo le,Lo»thiannmR

®

and Butler,0fficer,¥ne II0 office,Moulten,Felix Morley,ate,stc,and maiL
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Himbro on another oeassion had opportunity to mention the matter to Nol.
Thus everything seemed in line on the official endpHambro teking the
esition throughout that the essential thing for 1 to know was as to
he spirit prevailling;if that were favorablegthere was no necessity to
g0 into all the details or seek guarantees o cover every possible con
tingeney.With goodwill he felt,everything would work itself out...and
he felt thoroughly resassured on that point,as he cabled thro Butler,.

I then had a message asking if we eould not go to Princeton to st
dy the facilities on the spot.Hambro was delighted o do so and we ac-
cordingly went up for the day.Aydelotie of the Institute and Brakel
of the University had us for lunch,then tock us for a long examination
of facilities =t the University,the Institute of Kdvanced Study and the
Rockefeller Institute . Hambro wes again delighted,as he cabled through
the courtesy of the Institute,and felt this end would work out finely.

My thought would be that headquerters would be at the Instituts,
which has & brand-new and very modern building a little out of the towr
On the ground floor is a large and very comfortable assembly and tea-
room,whars %ea is sctually served in the afternocn and where people cov
congregate to feel at home.On_ the next Tloor are 15~20 individual rooms
which we could largely have,plus seyeral larger rooms for typlsts,ete.
On the floor above is a huge room which will serve as restaurant and
rest=room,which will be yery convenient indeed,and downstairs is an ex-
cellent roneo squipment quite beyond thelr present needs.These quarfiers
would be contributed free,with light,heat,telephone,ronec and such othe
faeilities as exist;shoul& they be inadgquate or a iarger staff brought
over,mueh moré would be available in the University.Ome small diffisul-
ty which we will heve t6 meet ¥will be that of living quarters,as Prince
ton is getting pretty filled up,but the Secretery of ¢ University pro
mised me last night that he would meke an inqui on this point sgo that
when I, return next week,I can get an ides of wh§¥ is available ,This may
require somes adjustment but is not at all insurmountable,especially as
the welcoms is so eordial, 3

We then met a few days later inm New York to see certain people
there,.First,I took him around to see Fosdick,for more or less of a eour-
tesy visit,and we both later talked with Kitiredge,he for a few minutes
and I for lunch.The attitude thers is that the original offer still
ptands, that the Foundation is immensely infterested in the Princeton idea
that it will do whatever it can to help,and,while FWa#diek was inclined
to be sautlous as to dstailewhen talking with me persomally,kittredge
told Hembro,and later mysell,that he had authority teo sa nat part of
this money might be used for trawelling,if necessary,as Ke was to sahle,

Next the L of N Associatlion group,At first Eichelberger and Boud-
reau had opposed the Princeton idea on the ground that theres ought to be
a formal invitation to the whole League 1o ecome to Washington itself,and
they did quite & bit of work te this end.Eventually, however,they bscame
convinced that this was ogsible and have separately assured Hambro,
Aydelotts,and myself that they are behind the project 100%.

Everyone I have talked with feels ‘the sameglast nigh#$,Chasier Row-
el%ibiggest Journalist on the Paeifie Coest,this noon,yo John Rgeke-
Teller,e few days =sgo Mitehell Carroll,today again,Morgenstern,ete,etd.
The New York Times had a good leader,whieh I have sent ovor;!biix Morley
a long articls in the Washington Postjand all the aﬁrrs good amnouhoe~
ments ag issued from Prineceton,I've also had a tuli alk with HilselmtlQ

®

by long-distance and a frequsnt exechange by letter with Rasminsky
Hambre and I are both on Caps Cod this week-endjwe return 1o NT aﬁd
Waghingbton next wesk,A 1 & v vthing zeams o be. goin : ﬂ]nl[

do Gable me anything further T ean 40,.. A BIENTOT,let's :
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Avenida Palace Hotel
Lisbon 12/VII1/40

My dear Jack, &

I ruched off o letter between an hour's sleep
in a chalr and the next stage of our Journey at Madrid
yesterday. This glves you the main facts about the acecident.
I don't know yet what new facts may emerge about damage done.
Suspects are Mra. Chapman, Mrs. McGulire, seeing doctor now,
Nurske stralned heart, less probably Mrs. Loveday (Jjaw) and
myself (ribs). We won't see doctor unless there 1s a fallure
to improve to-morrow.

Our itinerary was of course completely upset.
The following was our horailre - Tuesiay night slept Grenoble.
Wednesday started at 11 a.m. and with greatest difficulty
found small pub at Pespenas where we got 7 beds and a few
couches. Tom and Dominic glept on brick floor. In bed by
1.30 a.m. Thursday started 7.30, reached frontier about 12.
Did French formalities and had lunch and reached Spanish
frontier about 3. We should not have been allowed 1&60 Spain
that day if we had not ordered a 'bus as only 60 personstu
day may enter by train. 8Spanish sympathetic at sigh$ of us
but inconceivably slow. It was arranged we should dine
there and go on by bue at 9 p.m., actually started at about
10 p.m. and reached Barcelona at 4.30 a.m. Rooms in Hotel
avallable. Next day went to Wagons-Lits. They had no sleepers
but we told our tale and they produced 1l4. We found them
competent and helpful. Wexfomms But if the whole business
had been done thro' Wagons-lits and not B & F 1t would have
been easler. I thought Mrs. Chapman should have stayed
behind as she was unable to walk and suffered a good deal
of paln but she insleted on coming on. The 'bus drive
incidentally from the Spanish frontier to Barcelona geemed
to most of the party after the shock they had had very
unpleasantly hazardous as the road and several of the
bridges have been partially blown up and the descent is
very rapild. A wagon-lit therefore proved pleasantly restful
to tired nerves. Friday I booked two rooms with bathe in
the Madrid Palace and the damaged ladies lay up while we
went for wagons-lits again. We got 9 thanks to rather
heavy tips and the valuable publicity the radio had given us.




McGuire, Tom and Dominic and the Chapman boy sat up.
Reached Spanish frontier at 7 a.m. and had to cope with
the characteristic Spanish controlled incompetence. In
consequence we missed our Portuguesse connectlion by hours
and only started on from the Portuguese frontler after a
long walt for the afternoon train at 5 p.m. reaching Lisbon
at 1.30. You will gather from all this that a number of
the party have a good deal of sleep to make good. The
Portuguese officials were charming and most helpful. I
went to get the bldy luggage cleared this morning, was invited
into the Chief doufnier's office and glven a chalr while he
phoned HG. HG replled let them all thro' after looking at
or 3 cases for formality's sake. This in great contrast %o
the Spanlards whom everyone

I expect the Rosenborgs and Pollaks to-night. Somecne
1s likely later to murder the latter's baby.

We shall shortly send in 3 financial statementa:
(a) Bubsistence clalms - The Journey has of course exceeded

the allotted span and we have had to get results by

substantial tips.

Luggage claims - very diffieplt to do quickly as‘%t s

not possible to know till everything 1s unpacked what
the water damage was. 4
Medical clalme. There I think we had better make & prelimi

nary clalm subject to reserves.

1 have had a short talk with Selby and will see him
agrin to-morrow. Had Barceness to lunch at Madrid., Thls may
prove useful for others later. BSome B.I.T. people arriving
to-night. Phelan on Friday.

Yours ever,
Alec.
P.S.(1) I forgot to say that a eamion ran into our train

between Madrid and Portugsl. It did us no harm
tho! and the shock was not much greater than those
cauged by the permanent way!

(2) 8peeclal letters are most useful and better than
diplomatic passports - so are long lists of people
with some sort of stamps on them. Future travellers
must get these for all countries, including France.
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On the 20th of August I was informed
irectly that !'. Avenol was sendlng a telegram
embers and that in the course of

he would announce that I had been

neral par interim since the 26th of

This pronouncement is not entirely correct
eed as will be seen from the attached note by the
retary-General, the latter asked me to carry the
jerim only partially. In fact &, Avenol himself
stinued to conduct all major questions and without

\forming or consulting me.

I hed therefore to object to the statement
ppearing at the end of his telegram of the 20th of
ugust to the States Members . ‘venol however,

eems to have insisted that the telegram should

nclude that phrase concerning myself in spite of

y protest that it risrepresented the facts.
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M. Joscph Avenol, secrétaire général de la S.d.
depuis plusicurs années, dépose son mandat car, cons.
tate-t-il, bien que la revision du pacte ait été inscrite
naguére & 'ordre du jour, la situation de la Société n'a
cessé d'empirer. Du reste, I’Assemblée, le Conseil et les
commissions ne pouvant se réunir présentement, ajoute
M. Avenol, les auributions du secrétaire général sont
en fait suspendues. — M. Avenol, qui est Frangais, était
le deuxitme secrétaire général dfpuxs la fondation de
a S.d.N,, le premicr ayant éé le Britannique sir
Eric Drummond. (Phoro Stella)
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On the 5th of July Avenol had a conver-
sation with a Frenchman in Geneva in close touch
with the French political situation and asked
him would he undertake a mission to Mr. Laval.

He accompanied the request with an exposé of

his views. The Frenchman in question denounced
Avenol's proposals as both foolish frﬂ dishonour-
able, but 1t was subsequently (on the same day)
that Avenol made the second inquiry of which we
know, as to contact with Dr. Krauel.

It was on the 10th of July that Avenol

saw Stoppanl, whom he had been denouncing
extreme violence a Tew Adsled before.

at Stoppanl was expecting to go to Rome to ma
contact again w governmental circles. Stoppani
reported that the interview was a one-sided one,
that Avenol made an enthusiastic totalitarian o’

ti-British speech to him and sp
greatest pralse of the greatness of Herr Hitler
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Mr. LOVEDAY

In order to enable us to refer to
individuals, countries and Governments in
telegrams without too much dieclosure, I
suggest that we should have alternative
words for use in telegrams between us. I
enclose a list of suggestions. Will you
please look that over and see 1f you have
any changes or additions.

August 2nd 1940

Your telegram (or
letter) dated Yours

Leaving or
Hope to leave - Joytul(ly)

Send as soon as possible-  Benefit
Come as soon as possible-~  Spears




Embassy or Legation
Secretariat
League

ILO

Germany or Italy
Gt Britain
France

Spain

Portugal

Avenol

Jacklin

Lester

Loveday

Winant

Phelan

Hambro

Pardo
Supervisory Cttee.
Switzerland

De Haller
Charron

Kelly

Héma
Livingstone
Skylaetad
Aghnides

Stencek

Tyler

Hil11

My telegram (or letter)
dated

Your telegram (or
letter) dated

Leaving or
Hope to leave -

Send as soon as possible-
Come as soon as possible-

Shop (or Magazine)

Suburb

Community (or Band)
Union

Hatchet (or Matchet)
Grubb

Restaurant (or Hoteller)
Route

Sea

Joker

Keys

Pacard
Johnson

Brown

Winer

Square

Latin

Coordinators
Mountairls)

Slender (or Thin Man)
Custon (er)

Manxman

Mohal

Steln

Farmer

Sculptor

Samuel

Boots

Cork (Corkman)

Hine
Yours

Joyful(ly)
Benefit
Spears
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Pardo
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I could go t i ) perhaps .

US.

only, no documer

Has he - by way of Watterson or anybody - your

budget?

Two letters to you ...

have two letters from Lester and
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in July. The 1ina jocuments

ethodical in usual
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1.9.40.

Questions to be put to Mr. HAMBRO

! Fix date of meeting. I think Tuesday, Septémber
24th, most suitable. Clipper leaves Kew York on Satur&ay,
21st, arrives Lisbon 22nd, and you will then have a day to
read the documents which cannot be supplied in advance.

2. I hope you decide so that I can tell members
convened that there must be no publicity about the meeting.
Lester will arrange for the Goverument to bes privately
informed.

3. The convening notice will be sent to every member
except Wiart and Colijn.

Must Avenol be invited in your name to attend?
Brunskog has not been here but hes wired that he is trying
to get & visa, It is probable that the Commission will not
be able to examine the 1939 accounts.

4, Guerrero and Olivan will want to come to discuss

Judges' salaries and the budget.

8. Phelan is in Lisbon and I understand he will wait
there for the meeting. Presumably Goodrich will come by
Clipper, and I don't know whether Oersted will go, but I will

leave these matters to Phelan. o6
oy WD {

6. I am planning to go, but if you think Bieler can
manage perhaps I ought to remain here. Lester will go.

7. To my mind the important thing is to secure an
eauthorized budget for 1941 and authority to use the Guarantee
Fund on the exhaustion of the Working Capital Fund. If we
cannot secure a legally competent Committee now, we must go
on trying to do so later in the year, as a meeting is vital
to our continuance.
8. We propose to book at Aviz Hotel,

Avenida Fontes,

Lisbon.
9. What cash will you want cabled to you? Do you
want it cabled direct to you, or to Loveday on your behalf?
What Bank?
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LISBON HAS TODAY REPLIED FAVOURABLY AND

LESTER HOPES TO LEAVE SATURDAY Sfop HE VV-OULD LIKE
KISCH TO BE IN POSITION TO DISCUSS POSSIBILITY JACKLIN
ORGANISING PROBABLY OUTSIDE EUROPE OFFICE FOR COLLECTING
CONTRIBUTIONS Stop JACKLIN WOULD RETAIN ALL PRESENT
RESPONSIBILITIES FUNDS AND INVESTMENTS BIELER UNDERTAKING
WORK AT GENEVA Stop LESTER FULLY APPRECIATES NEED FOR
SECRETARY GENERAL AND TREASURER REMAINING TOGETHER BUT
THERE IS IMPORTANT WORK FOR LATTER ELSEWHERE AND TIME
MAY SHORTLY COME WHEN IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO

LEAVE
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A MUNICH

Le chancelier Hitier et M. Mussolini
sont tomhés d'accord
sur les conditions a faire & la France

Bordeaux n’a regu encore aucune
communication

ROME
sation e

mencé

18 On annon
e MM. Hitler e
a e
chancelier,
usqu'a 18 h
nemn t sont en
ment ensuite qu'il
nistres affaires
( no et von Ribbentrop.
On décl que l'accord
La suite des deux chefs d'Etat
MUNIGH, 18. (D.N.B)
roulent Fithrerbau
Hitler
Ribbe:
1 Dr Sct

wtres

se

des
M
are t comple

Pendant que

mic
membres
Sont notami

1t min

L’accord germano-ifalien

MUNICH, 18. (D.N.B) — Hitler et Musso-
linj Se sont mis d'accord, mardi, au cours de
leur entretien de Munich, sur Vattitude des
deux gouvernements a I'égard de la demande
d'armistice de la France.

Départ de Munich

MUNICH, 18. (D.N.B) Hitter et
lini ayant terminé leur entretien ont
Munich.

Encore aucuns réponse
a Bordeaux

On déclare
milieux officiels francais, que la répe
lemande & la demande du maréchal
n'était pas encore parvenue a 22 h.

Musso
quittée

BORDEAUX dans
Pe

a 30.

La France devrail céuer ses poris
pour la lutte

et empécher une
ROME, 18 Le

Angleterre
Etats-L

contre I'
aide
nt

dlelles

port
ion
poL

des

s déc

ime

isions qui

qu

cette rai
h

ra

fe te

e ter

Les conditions seront inr\-nuhlonwnl dures
T Bane

minist
déclar 8

ngéres les

utilisée

le continent pour les
te que le dé¢
traiter sera €
ne pourra pas traiter. Hitler et Mussolini, qu
sont certainement ramplis de compréhe
humaine I'égard du vieux maréchal, de-
vront toutefois se prémunir contre tout dan
ger découlant de la politique anglo-saxonne
Par conséquent, les conditions imposées & la
France seront inévitablement dures

L’Axe s’atfend a faire face a
une coalition anglo-américaine
Ln Giornale d'Italia écrit dans edqitc

‘impossibilité d'
d'appui sur

tre me

po!
Anglo-Sg
Ce jc

hal Pétain

ournal ajou

de

sion

a

son

unique qui se
ce en un

Le
pas
des

protec
journal
terminée
tic tre
essentielles pour la v
avoir remarqué que
le matériel de guerre et sur l'aide financiére
des’ F ~Unis, le Giornagle d'Italia décl
que la poursuite de la guerre a l'aspect
lutte contre les Anglo-Saxons

L'organae du pals Chigi reconnait
portance des ressources dont dispose le bloc
anglo-saxon, mais il croit que la Grande-
Bretag sera incapable de se suffire long-
temps par son propre ravitaillement, sous la
menace d'une invasion en masse.

rer
et qu er
grav: I'Italie, des
toire commune
Angleterre cc

S taches
Aprés
npte

ire
d’une

l'im=

Et le plan d'action aurait été arrété & Munich
Une Pagence Stefani

francaise r

note de déclare

un

r que
la défaite nte premier

ine

Lavor

EN
Les troupes allemandes
poursuivent les opérations

militaires

FRANCE

gne

Voceupti

PRES DE VESOUIL
=N

ancais ont !3"%’9
"'ﬁ;i i‘3 attague

RLIN Une partie
upes frangaises Anm’uh‘lw en Alsice
Lerraine a tente, lundi, d'enfoncer les |
allemandes prés de Vescul, en direction
plateau de Langres, Cette attaque a ét¢
poussée, avee pertes énormes pour

Les Allemands ent fait 20000

Les Fr
une @

18, des
et en
hes

du

pri

Pres de Nevers,
chars d'assaut,

ils se sont emparés de
dent 6 de plus de 70 lonnes,

Les Allemands poussent avec
force vers e Sud E:l
LONDRES, F

18

preuves

projectiles des canons
sont capables de péné

allemand de tout type re

sent, a la condition que

portée effective.

Alerte

ncontré
les

acrienne & Bordeaux

Cherbourg et Rennes occupees
BORDEAUX
francais du 18
L'ennemi est parvenu
e action viclente
nnaissance, i s’enfoncer profondément en
rmandie et en Bretagne. Ses ¢léments
avancés ont atteing Cherbourg et Rennes.
Sur la Loire moyenne, 'ennemi 3 pu éta-
blir, au cours de la journée, quelques tétes
de pont entre Orléans et Nevers,
E

off

.nu.luunl'lmi,
contre nos

apres

. ¢léments de

tre la Loire et les Vosges, les masses
de l'ennemj ont continué A avancer vers le

Jura, Des combals se poursuivent en
et en Lorraine, ot nos troupes
I'enneml,

Des raid; de la R.A.F.

sur I’'A llomagne
18. (Re

Alsace
contiennent

suter)

A

BORDEAUX

100 |

Réunion du Cabinet frangais

A LA R

général de Gaulle
precomse la resmance

ADIO DE LONDRES

EN

Lorramca’uon de la dfnse

RANDE-BRETAGNE

Raidg sur 1'Angleterre

allema
D¢

escomple toujours la

Da

‘Afrique du Sud continue
JOHANNESBL

son effort
RG, 18 teuter) Dans

ex
soute

es Do=

a de défendre

I'Afrique et le

1« Grande
minions. La tic
en premier lieu
Moyen-Orient.

le Mm de

Des troupes canadiennes ont|
débarqué en Islande |

Et le Canada déiendra les
francaises en Amérique
OTTAWA (Reuter) M. Mackenzie

King a annoncé au Parlement que le pre-

mier contingent du corps expéditionnaire

tadien a débarqué en Islande. Il a annoncé
également que le Canada étend sa puissa
militaire défensive aux possessions francaises
de I'hémisphere uuuh‘nlxl

possessions

LesattaquesdelaR.A.F.

en Afrique

dans un
et une

e fut causé
de carburant
endommagée.

nfor
détr
terre

Un poste de dé-
des avions

matior
Neohel
bombar

'ns a ont éte
Sur I'Ethiopie méridionale

NAIROBI (Kenya), 18. (Reuter) — On

nonce officiellement concentrations

de troupes ennemies, nes de transs

des centres de itres  bati-

t été fortem m s diman-

ded

ane

m

Six cents prisonniers en Libye

LONDRES

Raid itali

L'empire britannique continue la lutte

Un général italien fait prisonnier

|

lombardement des bases anglaises en Egypte

Nouveaux raids

Eg Ethiopie

|

En Indochine francaise
Les

avertissements du Japon

Réunion du Cabinet nippon

Aux Etais-Unis

Vers Vinstitution d'un national

HINGTON

service

rd va u.mu\nw 3000 moteurs d'avions

(Reute La
mpétente a  approuve
supplémentaire de 43.500.000 dol-
financer le contrat passé awi la
Ford en vue de la construction
moteurs .lmmn Rolls-Royce. Deg
taimés av Ford

mission s
un credit
lars, pour
Compagnie
de 3000

La marine comptera 738 unités

permettrait
erre et de

ent de metire sous presse, on nous

ire,
mandes, v
ant,

passage de trois aus
Saint-
une

le
ant  de
la

dans

population et du ravi lement, ainsi que

aissance, dans

région rra, ont rapporté

problémes relatifs aux transports et &
la main-d ceuvre.
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| Chronique locale

Guerre aux bobards!
nerfs continue. 11 ffit de
la rue pour entendre col-

les plus fantaisistes
apparemment sér
plusiet

des
r dans

neur:
af-
Alle-

personnes jeuses
s jours que les
portes de Genéve, @

descend du de 1

aux une

lindée col
fa
ément 1'écrasante

police en ces

pionnite ses ravages. On s
et déli
temp:

pou

toute base que

risque de se retc t6t ou tard
contre

|
qui

devi

nous

existe des lois sévéres pour punir ceux
répandent de fausses rumeurs. Celle:
ndraient tainement beaucoup plus
iait impitoyablement quel-
colporteurs

sensé a le devoir
contre les bob:

de p:

Ivresse

ommi

Il y a Ludwig et Ludwig
de notre corr
sous le titre «Lt
quelque mép
ont cru qu
Lud (da
e

récente lettre

parue

O
nnage cré

tels propo;

persc

heure

correspondant pour nous faire connaitre les
idées et les sentiments de 1'Allemand moyen.

Au Conseil municipal

Le Conseil municipal s'est réuni hier soir,
sidence de M. Marti

ident rend, au nom de
victimes du be

me des veet

> des

I’'assemblée

nt du

ble:

d'Etat
ndra

a ouvert
d'en faire cor
1 point intér
l'extinction de
le pc
rec

une

la Vi
enflammé
rense
dent
le mi

colonne
Carouge ;
par

cessaire

gaz
tous |
I'enquéte s’accc
fut fait dan:
les comptes rendus

de 1939 aient
mmis:
aints de la

ia Rad

été

[ ———

“"A LA FRONTIERE NEUCHATELOISE

o

frivée massive de soldats fran

pais

et de réfugiés civils

(De

Comment, arrivant &
niers jours, piIc
comme autrefoi
2 bout. de résistance, com pa on-
ger aux scénes tragiques dont la petite ci
frontiére jurassienne fut le théatre il y a ta
tot 70 ans, lorsqu’une armée vaincue s
senta a ses portes, nant chercher sur no-
tre territoire un refuge ap des mois d'une
lutte désespérée ?

L’histoire, a-t-on écrit, se répéte. Les évé
nements dont les habitants des Verri sont
les témoins apitoyés semble vouloir en ap-
porter la preuve. Car, depuis deux fois qua-
rante-huit heures, de petits détachements
francais en déroute tentent d'échapper a la
captivité dont les menace l'avance fou-
droyante des troupes allemandes, en passant

frontiére sur les points mémes ol les

ats de 1871 affluaient en rangs pressés.

Et aujourd’hui, parmi les soldats suisses qui
accueillent ces fugitifs, se trouvent — coin-
cidence émouvante — les petits-fils des hom-
mes qui recurent l'armée internée en 1 ;

u reste, l'afflux des militaires francais di-
minue sans cesse depuis que les troupes alle-
mandes qui les talonnaient ont occupé la re-
gion.

Avant de se retirer de Besancon, les Fran-
cals ont eu le temps de faire sauter les ponts
et gravement endommager les routes, dans
I'espoir de retarder l'avance ennemie

Besangon avait vu affluer, ces temps dei
niers, des détachements venus du Nord et
de la région de Verdun, auxquels l'ordre
avait été donné de gagner le plus rapide-
ment possible cette ville o, déclarait-on,
armée nouvelle allait étre formée

Hélas | & leur arrivée, ils trouvérent la ville
abandonnée par les troupes francaises gul,
svent de se retiver, avalent évacué vers le
sud tous les wagons et toutes les locomotives
de la gare. Il ne restait plus aux arrivants qu'a
tenter de poursuivre leur route vers le sud
ou de gagner la Suisse. C'est cette derniére
solution que préférérent adopter certains
d'entre eux, qui réussirent, au prix de mille
peines et des plus graves péri a fau-
filer entre les détachements blindés alle-
mands qui surgissaient, et & cheminer jus-
qu'a la frontiére en utilisant les sentiers de
foréts,

Deux d'entre eux qui avaient combattu
dans le Nord, prés d'Amiens, nous déclaré-
rent que cette ville avait subi un bombarde-
ment terrible et était entiérement en ruines.

A Pontarlier, ils eurent la chance de n’é-
tre pas aperqus par un groupe de tanks alle-
mands qui passa & une centaine de métres
d'eux seulement.

A Besangon et Pontariier
Sur les quatre forts qui défendent les ap-

roches de la ville, trois sont déja occupés
Ar les Allemands, qul, hier matin, & 8 heu-

notre envoye spe

une

1, ¥ ont hissé le drapeau & croix gammeée. go

il le a2 de Joux
ses pro-
g ait décidé de
résister jusqu'au bout
A Pontarlier, les pont
I'eau manque
Toute la jo
cha qui ont
ville ont passé a plusieurs reprises la fron-
tiere — profitant de la disparition des gen-
darmes et d douaniers francais pour
ramener en Suisse le matériel transportable
leurs usines et la comptabilité de leurs

ont été détruits et

d’hier, les industriels neu

succursales

elois des

ant-hier matin, quatre parachutistes al-
lemands ont atterri sur territoire francais.
non loin de la frontiére, et ont été captu-
rés par des soldats se dir:
geaient vers le sud et qui emmeneérent leurs
prisonniers solidement encadrés.

L’exode des civils

Mais ce ilement des mili-
tair

passe:

ne nt pas
que les habitants des eres voient
au loin ou se présenter & la frontiére

Ce sont n plutdt des civils, de lamenta-
bles cohortes de malheureux villageois qui se
sont trainés jour et nuit sur les routes,
avant d'arriver a ce havre de grice que la
Suisse représente ijourd’hui pour eux. La
Suisse ou {ls pourront enfin se restaurer, se
reposer de leurs fatigues, dormir surtout,
sans la menace perpétuellent suspendue sur
leurs tétes des bombardiers ennemis

Désolant cortége devant le spectacle duquel
le témoin le p! endurci se
serrer et les larmes lui v istiblement
aux yeux

En face de tant de misére la Suisse ne
{aillit. pas a ses traditions. Et tout le long de
la frontiére, un magnifique élan de charité
se manifeste au sein de la population neu-
chiiteloise qui se dépense avec la plus chaleu-
reuse sympathie auprés de ces victimes de
la guerre.

A la gare de Neuchitel, oli convergent 1
trains venant du Locle et des Verriére
mari

es

ns et Samaritaines, éclaireurs et éclai-
reuses accueillent les réfugiés qui trouvent,
dés Xcur_dcxcen(e de wagon, les soins les plus
empresses, et un ravitaillement auxquels ils
hl”“ ho}\ﬂful‘.) car beaucoup d'entre eux ont
cheminé des heures B 2ures S

s el et des heures sans trou-

Ils nous racontent leur fuite précipitée de-
vant les troupes allemandes, 1935322;3 af-
folé sans pouvoir rien emporter ou presque
de leurs biens, Iinterminable randonnée le
lol)g de routes encombrées ol des ponts ont
€té détruits au fur et a mesure de la re-
traite des forces francaises,

Dans un train que roous croisons en gare de
Boveresse, ou nous faisons une halte prolon-
gee, se trouve un convol de ces malheureux.

Da_vielllards, des femmes au visage dé-
mposé par la terreur des heures récentes

et qul ont & peine la force de sourire quand
nous leur disons, par la portiére, un mot
d'encouragement et d'espoir.

Une petite vieille, aux traits tirés et les
yeux pleins de larmes, nous tend la main:
« Enfin, on est en Suisse, s'écrie-t-elle. Ah!
merci, me de nous sauver. Mais on a tout
perdu.» Elle nous explique gu'elle et ses
compagnons de misére habitalent en France,
en face la Brévine : « Nos hommes nous
ont falt sauver. Alors on est toutes parties

avec les gosses

Le calvaire des enfants

est tout rempl

2 La Chaux-de-Fonds ol
d'une fagon enthousiaste.
état-major complet, parmi lequ
d’'aviation, deux colonels, quatr
colonels et plusieurs commandants.

Aprés avoir été désarmés & la frontiére,
ils étalent entrés avec leurs voitures et leurs
camions encore camouflés, formant toute une
colonne motorisée d'aviation
furent aussitét conduits au Hom
tandis que les hommes étaient
la plus grande église
ment débarra de ses

e on avait placé des

nt  regus
ssait d'un
un général
e lieutenants-

Les officiers
réy
eloise,

bancs, e

rapide-
ians la-
paille

yeux desque
un gamin d'une
voir eu le |

nt en

posséde.

» ma solde y

que
plus q
qui n'ont pa:
Les femme
ul & pied, q
a trave

dans 1

}

hées

tablement

Partout, c'est I'image de Ia désolation, un"
fgarrof i B 1, > idé
désarroi dgont rien ne p(‘u'_.” une idée.
A T'abri
Du moygs, malheure
ont dit aligndonner tc
fugier en Suisse ont-

les villageois

qui
ré.

la
upe cantonnée

pop

qui

tous

es
ces pauvres
andes,

uire
tés ro-

gens a.
des abris pro-

au on leur a amén

Des infimiéres, des éclaireurs et des jeu- |
nes filles passent de wagon en wagon, of- |
frant a chacun du thé, des sandwichs, du lait |
pour les petits ants, dont on ch
hate les langes sales.

Dans les filets, ce sont des amoncellements
de baluchons ables qui, dés , repré-
sentent taute 1 es gens.
Sur les banque , des poupon:
de quelques mois a poings fermés,
crevés de fatigue. Il y a 1 une indicible mi-

're matérielle et morale qu'il faut soulager.

pout pareille t ce ne sera pas trop
Veffor! et de l'appui financier de tous
chez nous, ont le cceur a la bonne

Arrivées tout au long
du jour

NEUCHATEL, 19 (De notre correspondant)
— L’affreux, le pitoyable exode qui avait
commencé samedi déja t poursuivi pen-
dant l'aprés-midi et la ée d'hier & un
rythme atcéléré

Des miliers de réfugiés civi sont entrés
par les {ifférents postes frontiére du can-
ton de Njuchditel et plus de 2000 soldats ont
franchi 1¢ Col des Roches pris du Locle dé
posant leSpsrarmes et demandant & étre
ternés.

Dés les premiéres heures de l'aprés-midi,
la plus grande partie de la population d_e
Neuchatel s'était massée devant la gare ou
devait arriver un convoi de soldats francais.

Un comité de réception avait été constitué
et une collation avait été préparée. Le con-
voi arriva aux environs de 14 heures. Il
transportait quelque 120 soldats, (any’x ins
pour la Plus part, qui portaient l'uniforme
kaki. Tous présentaient un état de fatigue
indescriptible. Entrée en Suisse par le poste
du Col des Roches, ils avaient été restaures
déja dans les Montagnes neuchateloises et ne
tarissaient pas d'éloge sur la gentillesse hel-
vétique. E

Aussitdt aprés avoir été réconfortés, ils
furent conduits en colonne sur la place du
Mail, otl a lieu chaque année la féte des éco-
liers neuchdtelois, ot une rapide visite sani-
taire leur fut imposée. Aprés quoi iIs furent
répartis dans les différents colléges du chef-
lieu, afin de pouvoir prendre le repos dont
ils paraissaient avoir tant besoin. g

Une heure aprés, quarante offiicers avia-
teurs et plus de 150 soldats de la méme ar-
mée, entrés par le méme chemin, arrivérent

soir

tas de

20 heures, ain venan

Locle
civils,
nrent
lernier
r quarante-
jades inter-
e. Ceux-ci
aldahon et

des

du

u camp d

I'approct

idus d'al-
aissés dans
été restau-
conduits au

camions

e
» Maginot, qui
la frontié

chacun d'eux et
di

s coll¢ de

insi_z veEux
la" papulation leur

£ 5 répondant a
aux encouragements que
prodiguait

Leur séjour en Suisse dur jusqu'a ¢
que le gouvernement franc ait décidé
quelle se S attitude en face des exigen-

e & falre tout
quelques jours ils passe-
A Yverdon

Hier soir sont encore arrivés
environ 450 réfugiés francais, dont
mes et 200 enfants. Ils venaient de
Delle-Héricourt-Montbéliard. La
leur jit le meilleur accueil.

A Vheure ot nous téléphonor
au rassemblement de ces réfugi
de la gare, d'ou ils seront dirigés sur Romont
et Bulle

Le tunnel du Mont d'Or a sauté

A Vallorbe on apprend que les Frangais

ont fait sauter le tunnel du Mont d'Or.

@ Yverdon
200 fem-
la région

population

, on procede

A la frontiére genevoise

Pour l'instant en tout cas, les colonnes mo-
torisées allemandes, en marche vers le sud et
la région lyonnaise, semblent se désinléresser
de la zone du Jura proche notre fromtidre

i complétement « démilitarisée »

Dans la matinée d'hier, gendarmes et doua-
niers francais ont quitté leurs postes. Quel-
ques-ung d'entre eux revenaient, tot aprés,
mais désarmés,

Cette nuit, les réfugiés avaient cessé d'en-
trer, La frontiére est fermée du colé fran-
cais,

Aucune destruction n'a été opérée dans le
Pays de Gex.

Bellegarde n' pas non plus occupée par
les troupes Un train de h
dises, venant de oette localite, est arrivé &
Genéve, & 23 heures, hier soir.

Courrier valaisan

Les obséques du député Emile daldl.

L’ensevelissement de M. Haldi, député,
eu lieu hier aprés-midi, & Vevey.

Avant le départ de Sierre, devant une
nombreuse assistance, s'est dérouié un culte
en I'église protestante, au cours duquel M Ie
pasteur Hahn prit la parole. Nous avons re-
marqué M. Schnyder, président du Grand
Conseil, assisté des membres du bureau et de
Vhuissier de 1'Etat.

Macabre découverte

Des soldats en patrouille au Chrisihorn,
prés de Moerel (Haut-Valais), viennent de
découvrir un squelette et des vétements de
femme Il s'agit de la dépouille d'une pau-
vre femme de la région, Mlle Crésence Mat~
tig, Agée de 65 ans, un peu faible d'esprit,
disparue depuis un certain temps. .

On pense que la malheureuse a fait une
chute mortelle en voulant gravir la mon-
tagne.

Le Don National et la Croix-Rouge onmt
besoin de votre appui ! Ouvrez votre coeur
et vos main! Compte de chéques postaux
izstg.
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