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SECRETARY-GENERAL

I hear that Sr., Spechel, the Itallan

ated to

the post at Danzig, This 1s probably of interest,

T \-.‘-1-1 Py

both from the Geneva and the Danzig polints of view,
eva i1t may posaslbly enable the Government

leave Bova S8coppa here as observer with the rank

Consul Genersl and a first-class man will also be

gent to Danzig. Spechel has, I belleve, the rank
of Minister Plenipotentiary and it 1s intereating
to see him chosen for Danzig which is an excellent
observation post for Germany, as well as an addi-
tional point of contact with Poland and a point
which affects League relations and perhaps even
Anglo-German and Franco-Polish relations.

For your informa




has De Y ) nractically a
his life and nas ne rot Gl 11iar touch
in internation: ra. He has been here
for a fortnight and showed a certaln amount
1dity and hesi L\'*uﬂ while in the spheres
luence of Geneva, but he did his best fo
ction under the” urgent procedure
e Jewigh petition and got reasona-
»tion, partly becauge many people
ine else would only have m
sh campaign 1in ?o&nwnia even
Geneva terday osten-
fied, but as his tP«lﬂ brought him
further away from Geneva and nearer home his
courage grew as also hls fear of his r
in Bucharest. From nearly every rallwa)
came to hls Delegation telegrams to qt*ff="
thelr attitude and from Belgmde cameé a messa
instructing Pella, the Winlﬁ‘ﬂr at The hx
who is the leader of the Del
an announcement at the Comnltuee of 28 thi
morning, more or less to the effect that Rou-
mania was going to leave Geneva and U announce
her departure. Pella, very much
first beca he is the last of the
nominees he forelgn circles, and to gain
time, did 1 xnow what to do. Any sor:/
( vloMauic 9¢C{ﬂ9f“ would hardly sound
enough excuse, so he telegraphed
Minister Peuo"tin a com te loss
No announcement has therefore been m
the Committee of 28.




f the last fortni in Germany TMQ“O

‘urope again into a period of an- 1lini n@ﬂ gor
X y and grave doubt as to the future, even he was deserte
the immedi wte future. ht between the the Austrian Federat
Army and the Party re: 12 the resigr 1 agree the condlt
of about 1 S e placed
viv*nr he Nazi Party and 3 e emists n cha of the Min

! appointment of von Ribbentrop f 1tro f the por

replacing d von Neurath. c
have been a sort of br

‘l”mP }‘ C een very Arg v remove (
disclo f this schism in the totalitarian een admitted.
impresdon of weakening Germany | € the Les
Europe, but 1t was followed within minte Pact, b
lvely few days by a sudden command er internal poll
for Schuschnigg to appear at Berch- completely under Ger
Thinking that 1ings would not
Schuschnigg arr d and was treated, fore Germany
sald to a diplomat subsequently, in way by swallowing Au
¥y which he believed was impossible between parallel with Danzig
Lwo Heads of Governments in modern Europe. It to-morrow, will probably
hat he was not even offered a seat
e interview but was treated €
servant and was glven his orders
that German military ipb~3n LO“LI now
with much less risk to Germany
'l)“”i"’" of Rhineland and } En-
rance would not move to hpln him.
—room were walting 3 Generals, the
Chief and the uorns Commander fr
mechanized and alr-force troops
Incidentally Hitler said to
12ad learned from Halifax that En-
complete accord with Hitler on the




clearer
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her

war

And Czechoslovakla:
on the 1list; the positlon
with "synchron

ever. T

and

A point to
cance 1s the announcement
Members the House of Common
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Forelng

gloomy.
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Be“T and Warsaw 1s
mo:)le in Poland. Ti
would prefer the 1
again to Geneva. This feeling 1s stronger
here to-day than a little while ago,
because in Poland as elsewhere, the
example of Hitler's metl v 1 Austria
has caused 1ncreased "e‘wﬂ“'w




mmathize with you he difficult
and congratulate you on your courage.
Looking for consol: tion in the dfuation,
gerap I can imagine 1s your action will concentrate so
oritical observation on the d velopme th the 014

18]

ration, while endeavouring to r pollcy succer
d luck to them), will have to be m more care
they were acting under over of your name.

hope their method will

tical as to the real
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Geneva,

s/ 5 r
k. é*"‘—»{a« R f }’
Dear Cummings,

Thank you for sending me direct coples of

e

your reports; 1t has meant that they ceame to m

some-

what more qulckly. I have been extremely interested;

in view of their day--o-day nature, may I compliment

you on the quality of your dispatches.
In your last note
as to how the situation a
y-General

and more

yersonal viey at such an and morx
larly the declaration of the Prime Minister a8

position of the League will affect, I hope not

narticn-

to the

too

gravely, the future of general international collabow
Of course what he sald about

ast year or so

if collectlive security no longer

verwhelmingly the policy of Brita
rs

out u

in difficu

would

exists,

in and

elf, an open decla-
1

ties need not ex-

jifferent policy to the

that action in certain
tain and that other

appeared.




when we were
:¢ctucs ng tiative o he am rs, I held
the view that the smal we vere justified because
12 that neither England nor
fulfill the Covenant but would
.chinery intact to be used exclusively
;te required 1t, thus leaving
wers without any corresponding
insurance for i
The that

e much of the =
8o much he d tt success for

who have held the nitiative almost
1tia e almost

without cha ¢ rt t
out challenge for the past three years and although

the one hand this public impresslon may render the

on
prudent, espedially as

Government more cautious and
they will be wit thout the cover of Bden's name an
the temptation for a Party on a politi-
gecure immedlate results without
e in malntaining peace

d repu-

tation, there 1is
cal point of view to
sufficient regard to their valu
Chamberlain's personal pollt
to stand or fall by the results.
but I deplore cer-
vy as being neli-

two years hence. tical pres-
tige would seem A pro-
League policy 1s an 1dealist factor
¢ Briétish and French ﬁolic
and in any case the moral

emendous military

tain aspects o

ther reallist nor ideallst;

faoctor in certaln emergencles 1s of tr
and from a political point

af
0l

and political importance;

view
view alone, forelgn pollcy based on the Le
: on the gue has
s~ g eague ha
Hundred per cent more possibilities of winni
£ I Llltles 1 winnin
the Commonwealth co-operation, and to z certain
v 53 - X ; : ceruval m
lso that of the U.S.A., than a poliey exclusivel
on immediate nationsl inte : -
almost criminal in fore I
ries which have to face mbi b e
who do not ) aw 3 : ; el
not like law and order because they have so much
s g 2y have so muct
to galn by thelr absence.
One a - £
£ hears again here and there the words "Pe
fidlous Alb 0 ’ o
8 Alblon" but I camot estimate yet whether the
3 e yet whether the
disillusi onment in other countries
inything like that which
closures; the more ba
expecting so much less
one has to keep in mind that the attacks
A;,h 4 ) o
"hlle ostensibly directed against this Institut
while co wit R s
: ncerned with ing down any system which
would make for a v i s,
ke for a united front a
nt against aggr 1 :
in reality, conce 4 iy 2
.rned more vitally with the influence
power and ﬁgé Ton . i
' 2 of France and England.. If the British
Empire could 1} 1] > 3
3 1d be divided amongst the Have-nots, they
would probs . .5
: probably agree quite easily to any kind of a
w any kir Lisa
\gue. Our convictlons and outlook here are not
1ncompatit | i o :
atible with hard-he 11
b T eaded realism, on the contrary.
> )i me I mygelf have been convinced that the
s : c that the
&Sl had © na.x P 1
. 0 mark time, prineipally because I did not
xXpec 3 - b
pect 1ts chief elements to hold a different view




lone within one's power,

there 1s something to be
I believe in doing it with such Judgment and tenaclty
and courage as we may possess. The m achinery here as
vou know, 1s good} even from a German and Ita
88 viewr I don't think they are Juastified in
or national prejudices as affecting

the

Heological
partiality and integrity of the staff, but
£= not being used for major political purposes
gseams likely to remaln so for at any rate some
the other hand, 1dea which is enshrined in
titution remains I am convinced, Humanity's only hop

nd any other course for the world will bring
catastroph§ We may need a new spirlt on the sl

the Haves - I am sure we do - and of course we

new gpirit clearly on the other slde, but clvilisation,
especiully in Europe, has reached the point where, even
at the price of another catastroph¢®, men must find his
way back to a system under which there wlll be law and

of course Justice.

One meets pessi
siderable sprink
2t any rate,
initiative (so far a: at 18 open to
Civil gervice). any amongst the Delegat
and staff who support Chamberlsin's actlon pretend
to appreciate his motives and lauding his Judgment; they
are counter-balanced by those who regard him as a short-
gighted blunderer hagtening to disaster. There has been
& & pall of gloom and anxiety throyhout Europe for some
time and although i1t 1s possible that in some quarters

the future ¥ be regarded with more acutie doubt, 1it

0
seems possible that a deal made by

Italy would render the immediate prospects easi

we have not the responsibility o

to let 1t go at that v such work

have to do with confidence that though the League may
be erippled, 1t cannot be killed.
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found
isherman. Th
ame rath

Avenol,

been, very kee n econ
and willing to partil
humanitarian work, 1t
tical side he believ

W ovawlnog: +
Was rowing

3 y .tne
shrink within their

confirms the view of some
observers. He believed 5 6

approach of world prob: s at the

noment

was throu stabllise of currencies




promi

ountries great reli

the disturbing manim
121

Hoover has spent th
aderewsk Lausanne

elieved Pol
presence of
satorshlips on her
p a system based on
sophy of 1liberalism.

remark were probably

D¢

ust




ted

rener:

in

been some
1at L.r“ﬁﬂr'
all thnt tient work
con lembers
Hn¢r;n nance was st
British p 1fL";';
,)nyﬁliﬂu’fnﬂ
Italy t el:

consid

£3

as confirr
indifferent to
looked at it
any rate with 1ing more th inwct¢v9
benevolence and now they were proposing to
ask the Council at t! > session -
Ital
approve of

Several
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€ ved to very gre vantage as a member

of the Counci d the Irish tenure of :

the seat r Y 1 o); lons, and ti

procured !

post of

now an

[a

believed that "somehow
and have not 1led throug
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